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There is No Place Like Home
If you are near my age group, you
know that there were very few
television stations when we were children.
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Occasionally, one of the stations would show a movie. We’d gather around
the television to watch. One of my favorites was the “Wizard of Oz”. I
remember the fascination with the animation, music and the characters.
In the beginning of the movie, Dorothy, played by Judy Garland, sang
about a place “Somewhere Over the Rainbow”. A wonderful place in her
imaginations that was different than her home life. At the end of the
movie, after a crazy journey, she longed to go home.
We, like Dorothy, put our sights and energy into things outside of
the home. We work one or more jobs, volunteer, belong to clubs, groups or
teams, attend meetings or conferences, and participate in hobbies that
fill our schedules. We eat out, grab a snack from a machine, and
sometimes drive through and eat in the car. To our surprise, a virus
puts a stop to all of it. We are living lives differently than the ones that
we created.
Overloaded planners and schedules are replaced by discovering
home. Introverts and Extroverts are converting to family-verts, (I
made it up), who are putting their personal desires in the basket with
everyone else’s desires and making it work. Single people and families are
finding ways to “visit” each other and talking “face to face” to people
that we haven’t seen in years. The sky, air and waterways are clearer.
We have slowed down to appreciate what we work hard for. The best
part is, we are learning to be a community. We pause to thank the
essential workers who risk their lives for us. We honor our educators
who work magic with limited resources. And we embrace the technology
that keeping us from going insane. We pray for those who are sick and
families of those who have lost their lives; for those that this
situation presents a challenge; for those in an unsafe environment;
for those who are experiencing financial and living hardships.
We look forward to returning to our building, after discovering
new ways of doing church, which proves that change isn’t so
bad after all. There is no place like home.
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Church in the time of COVID-19

By Rick Bergmann

It has been an interesting time for Emmanuel. For the first time since I have been
attending (over 30 years) we had to suspend access to the physical building for
more than an month and there may be more to come. It has made me
realize that the church is definitely more than a building. Although we haven’t
physically been able to interact with each other because of “social distancing” that
doesn’t mean we haven’t been able to connect. We have had regular prayer checkins, Sunday morning worship, and Bible Study through technology. In particular,
the video chat service Zoom. It hasn’t been ideal, but it has been wonderful to be
able to see and talk with each other in this strange time. It has helped us to get
through the times of isolation and loneliness that we may be experiencing. If you
haven’t tried it yet, join us on one of our next sessions. Details go out through email
and are put up on our facebook page. We hope to see you again real soon.

Emmanuel Feeds the Community During A Time of Crisis
Even though the doors may be closed for worship, that didn’t stop Emmanuel from gathering to
hand out bags of food to those who are in need. On March 28, several volunteers met at the church
at 7:30 am to begin to set up for the drive through distribution. It was pouring down rain, so the
volunteers set up tents so that members of the community could drive up and receive a free bag of
groceries. They were able to hand out 106 bags. It was a nice reminder that we are all in this together.
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Spring symbols remind us of Resurrection
Originally Printed on UMC.org

When the weather turns warmer and the grass grows greener, it's easier to
understand the promise of new life and renewed hope that Christians proclaim as
"Easter people." The reminders are all around us so be sure to keep an eye out
on your next spring stroll.

Daffodils bloom in a field. Image
courtesy of pexels.com

Birds
The robin, a very common bird in the U.S., has a red breast and a legend to explain it. Seems that once a gray robin flew to Christ's crown of thorns to draw
out a thorn, and when it did, a drop of Christ's blood fell on its breast,
leaving a stain forevermore.

Bees
It takes lots of buzzing bees to spread the pollen and make flowers grow. The honey these creatures create is a biblical
symbol of God's favor. The Torah agrees, for it describes God's promised land again and again as "flowing with milk
and honey."
Flowers
Long considered a symbol of hope and new life, the daffodil is one of the blooms most often connected to the Resurrection. Tradition says that giving a gift of daffodils will ensure happiness for the receiver—but always give a bunch:
a single bloom signals doom.
The flowering shrub known as the forsythia is what I call the Easter tree, because when its spidery branches are moving with the wind, they seem to be arms waving in praise of the season. According to tradition, forsythia means anticipation—an appropriate companion word for Resurrection.
It is said the dogwood tree used to grow straight and tall, but after it was used as a crucifix for Christ, God made it
short and twisted with a thin trunk so it could never be used as a cross again.
The dogwood bloom has four parts, each with a rusty red color on the end and a small hole, a reminder of where the
nails were driven into the cross. The center stamens look like the crown of thorns.
Faith
The traditions that developed around these spring symbols helped explain the concept that God in the flesh took on
death and came back to tell us there is life on the other side. What fantastic news!
Continued on page 6

Here’s our 5th Memory Verse of 2020! How are you doing so far?
Isaiah 43:18-19 Common English Bible (CEB)
18 Don’t remember the prior things;
don’t ponder ancient history.
19 Look! I’m doing a new thing;
now it sprouts up; don’t you recognize it?
I’m making a way in the desert,
paths in the wilderness.
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Since Lent wasn’t celebrated in the traditional way this year,
here are some pictures of Lent from years past.
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CONTINUED
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Calling All Gardeners!

The rose bed that is by the patio in front of the church
needs some love and care. If an individual or group of
individuals wishes to give it some attention, please contact
Barbara Butcher at barbarabutcher@verizon.net
or the office at office@eumcbeltsville.com.

Share your talents at Emmanuel by welcoming visitors or
sharing the Word! Help for a single Sunday or choose
several. You choose how many Sundays you are able to
help. To volunteer to serve as a Greeter or Scripture
Reader, just EMAIL THE OFFICE AT
office@eumcbeltsville.com and they will let you know
which weeks are available!

No experience needed! We will train you on
the job!

The Pastor is available for
appointments on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Email
office@eumcbeltsville.com or call 301.937.7114 to make arrangements.
Spring Symbols continued from page 3
This spring, be a witness to the good news that Christ is
risen:
~ Learn about the symbols and notice them when
you are outdoors this season. Even better: plant
some dogwoods and flowers in your yard and on
the grounds of your church.
~ Fashion a cross from cuttings of spring flowers.
Invite others to help. Set it out in front of your
church, or even your house, for all to see.
~ Make (don't buy) a gift for someone who needs
to be reminded of the love of God made known in
the Risen Christ.
~ Play. Not a video game or a phone app.
Physically play. Move. Dance. Interestingly, the
Irish jig and tap dancing have their roots in an
early Saxon tradition called the "hop-egg." The
purpose was to step among a dozen eggs as if
walking the Stations of the Cross. This egg dance
is likely the distant relative of hopscotch.
~ The Council at Nicaea in 325 AD gave the
Church a revised creed. The last line reads: "We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come."

As Easter people, we don't have to look further than
spring for an exclamation point to that affirmation.
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The Prayer Fellowship is Going Strong in the Time of Quarantine!
It’s hard to keep ministries going when you can’t meet face to face. Many are
taking a break during this time of quarantine. The Prayer Fellowship, one of the
most important ministries at Emmanuel, is not allowing the quarantine to stop
them from their purpose! They are still praying everyday! They are making calls
to find out who may need prayer. They are in contact with the office and Pastor to
continually update their list of those to pray for! They are still writing cards and
mailing them out to those in need! They are the prayer warriors of Emmanuel and
they are faithfully continuing their ministry in this time of crisis. Remember to
pray for them and their ministry every day. The members of the prayer fellowship
are Co-Chairs Ernie Kilbourne and Ann Anderson, Pastor Chase, JoAnne Blakley, Bobbie Deegan, Dottie Gilbert,
Carolyn Hicks, Hazel Newell, and Carmen Valladares. Thank you ladies for all that you do for Emmanuel!

New Altar Flower Arrangement

There are flowers on the Altar every Sunday, that’s 52 arrangements per year. Each Sunday the flowers are sponsored
by a member of Emmanuel for a small fee. Occasionally there is a week when we don’t have a sponsor. For those
weeks Karen Mackey has made a brand new arrangement for Emmanuel to use.
The brass holder that holds the flowers was dedicated to Karen’s Grandfather,
Ormen Street, and her Aunt, Patti Eller from Karen’s mother Emmy Lear. Thank
you to Karen for this wonderful gift.

This month’s church words column is
going to focus on two related words:
Liturgy and Liturgist.
Liturgy is the word we use to
describe what goes on in a worship
service. At Emmanuel, it
specifically refers to the parts of the
service that are read by someone other
than the Pastors. These can include the call to
worship, the scripture reading, or the opening
prayer. These aren’t the only things that are
considered liturgy, just the most common at Emmanuel.
The Liturgist is the person who reads these items during
worship. At Emmanuel, when one volunteers to be the liturgist
they will receive a packet during the latter half of the week with
what they will need to read during the service. This is so that
they may practice a few times when they are home in order to
be ready for Sunday Worship. The liturgist is a wonderfully
fulfilling job for those who volunteer. You should think about
giving it a try sometime!

MARYLAND EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

When we return to the building, a list of job opportunities are
posted on the red community bulletin board in the Narthex.
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Troop 1033 Update
By Jenny Kresge

Despite the COVID-19 restrictions, Troop 1033 is still active! The troop has moved their meetings
online, but they are still meeting each Thursday evening as usual. They have worked on the
discussion portions of several merit badges, listened to a guest speaker tell about his experiences in
Americorps, and played several games including a photo scavenger hunt.
Unfortunately, the troop did have to cancel their spring mulch fundraiser. A big THANK YOU to all of their
customers for their understanding!

This Month’s Member is Rick Bergmann
How long have you been a member of Emmanuel? I began attending as a toddler, so around 198081. Approximately 39-40 years.
Who was the Pastor when you began attending Emmanuel? Reverend Karpal

What is your fondest memory of being a member? My days as part of the youth group and then
transitioning into the youth group leader after graduating from High School. I learned a lot as a
member of our youth group and was able to pass what I learned onto the next generation of students
at Emmanuel.
What are some of the ministries you have been involved in over the years? Too many to count, Youth Group,
Sunday School, Food Distribution, United Methodist Men, Sound Crew, Drama Ministry, Worship Committee,
Stewardship Committee.
What is your favorite thing about Emmanuel? The warmth of the people. The kindness and generosity as well. I
like that it is a safe place to be. It’s a place that even if you aren’t perfect, you are accepted
anyway.
What is your favorite scripture or Bible verse? My favorite verse is 1 Timothy 4:
12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young. Instead, set an example for
the believers through your speech, behavior, love, and faith.
Anything else you would like to say? Keep the faith, even in hard times like we are living in
now. Without faith, we have nothing to look forward to.
Rick as a teen at EUMC

Do you have something for our newsletter? Send items to the editor,
Rick Bergmann at lamplighter@eumcbeltsville.com
Find us on Facebook for the most up-to-date information
www.facebook.com/groups/EUMCBeltsville
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OUR GRADUATES – HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE
EMMANUEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH SPRING/SUMMER 2020
Name of Graduate______________________________________ Date of Graduation______________________
Name of School______________________________________________________________________________
Location of School___________________________________________________________________________

Degree_____________________________________________________________________________________
Presently: ____Living at home. _______Living away from home. (Check one)
After Graduation: _____Living at home. _______Living away from home. (Check one)
If the graduate will not be living at home, please give address, if known.
Person filling out form_________________________________ Phone______________
Please return to church office by June 1st. Thank you!
Recognition of Graduates – To be Determined

ALTAR FLOWERS
The Flower Chart is posted in the Narthex on the
Red Bulletin Board. Altar flowers are $30. When
you sign up, please fill out a Flower Request Form
and leave it in the
office mailbox. Indicate
on the form whether you
will take the flowers home
or leave them for a shut-in.
(Flowers that you take home
are not tax-deductible).
Thank you.

Emmanuel has Online Giving!
And it’s easy to use! Just go to
our website —
www.eumcbeltsville.com — and
follow the prompts to go to a
secure Online Donation page
hosted by Vanco
Services, LLC. If
you prefer, you can
scan the QR code.

Christian love and sympathy to the families of:
Edith Marcus, Doris Wray

Joelle Onukwubiri, Pam Midkiff, Joel
Tyler, Susan Fanning, Emmy Lear, Megan
McNitt, Nancy Thrush, Jason Kresge, Diane
Embrey, Scarlet Robertson, Doris Shirey,
Kevin Kresge, JoAnne Blakley, Nancy
McNealy, Roy White, Preston Gregory, Sr.,
Darwin Aguilera

Lynne & Robert Miller
Karen & James Mackey
Nancy & Michael
McNealy

Please pray
for our sick and
shut in
Those who are
homebound:
Evelyn Adkins, Harry
Cottman, Norma Hall,
Carolyn Scarcia,
Doris Shirey,
Those who are
out of state:
Lil Mizzer,

