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Do you have something for our  
newsletter? Send items to the editor,  
Rick Bergmann at  
lamplighter@eumcbeltsville.com 

Watching and Praying Our Words 
 Imagine one of these situations happening: 
The church receives an email from a congregant regarding a medical 
condition that the congregant is suffering. 
 A church staff member or trustee receives information about an em-
ployee or contractor suffering an injury while working on the church 
property.  
 At a church group meeting, where a person shares information 
about  shared about a struggles with substance abuse or depression (or 
any other medical or mental health condition). 
 In all these cases, the church may have a HIPAA obligation to maintain 
the confidentiality of the information. If the information is disclosed out-
side of one of the exceptions to the confidentiality rule, the church may 
be held liable for violating HIPAA,  
 While everyone would like to know everything that is happening in the 
church, please be reminded that even the church must meet certain legal 
standards of confidentiality.  
 For the sake of confidentiality,  the congregation has been asked to be 
mindful of sharing specific details during prayer times, not simply as a 
matter of modesty, but also in consideration that the service is being rec-
orded and the information further disseminated. 
 Even as the church member shares information, the church itself will 
refrain from sharing specific details of someone's medical/health condi-
tions unless the person who has the condition gives permission for infor-
mation to be shared. 
 In fact some church members have announced, "XYZ is on the virtual 
service and says it's okay to share...." 
 Alternatively, if there is sharing of medical information by someone 
else, the person whose information is shared shall be identified without 
using the person's full name. Conversely, if a person's full name is used 
during the prayer request, the church will not provide specific details in 
later platforms. 
 Betty Boop saying or writing to say she wants prayers for kidney stones 
is permissible.  
 Charlie Chaplain saying Betty Boop needs prayer for her medical con-
dition is permissible because he does not name the medical condition.  
 Greta Garbo saying please pray for my friend Betty who has kidney 
stones is permissible because Betty's full name is not disclosed.  
 Harry Houdini making a prayer request for Betty Boop's who has been 
in severe pain for her kidney stones would be edited to be HIPAA com-
pliant. 
 If the prayer request that you submit does not appear as you have asked 
or is not listed in the weekly announcements, there is no cause for alarm; 
God has heard your prayer! 
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Mini Christmas Sale in the Narthex  
The United Women in Faith will be having a sale of festive Christmas items in the Nar-
thex on the following Sundays immediately following the church service:  Dec. 4, 11, 
and 18 or while inventory lasts . Everything is $5 and proceeds support UWF local and 
global missions. Items include ornaments, decorations, and gifts. Exact change would 

be appreciated and checks can be made payable to EUMW. 

UpStage Artists Receives Some 
Special Visitors For “And Then 

There Were None” 
 
 During the final Saturday performance of And 
Then There Were None UpStage Artists had 
some special visitors in the audience. Pastor 
King and her husband, Pastor Curtis and Senator 
Jim Rosapepe and his wife, Sheilah, were in the 
audience that evening. The actors and directors 
were very honored to have them in the audience. 
Senator Rosapepe was at the Laurel Main Street 
Festival when UpStage Artists Board of Direc-

tors, Rick Bergmann and John Cusumano, took time to talk to him about the program. He and his wife had a lovely 
time and he even posed for a picture with Pastor King and the cast. Our community partners are an important part of 
what makes Emmanuel special. 

A Message from Kathy and Pat Mellott 
Farewell and Thank you! We moved out of Beltsville last year and have taken up residency in 
Gettysburg, PA.  On November 20th, we join a new church, and a new denomination.  We are 
joining Gettysburg Presbyterian Church. They have an active congregation and are involved in 
community, as well as global ministries. After 34 years of being members of Emmanuel UMC-
Beltsville, it is difficult to say goodbye to so many friends.  We are hoping that you will keep in 
touch or visit sometime.  Our address is 50 Greenbriar Ln, Gettysburg, PA 17325.  Our cell phone 
is 301-706-4122.  And our email is kathy.mellott@gmail.com.  Of course, we are still on Face-
book and, even in a small town in Pennsylvania, we have internet.  

We have good memories from Emmanuel UMC-Beltsville, and wish all of you the best that life can be. 
In Christian Love and Friendship, 
Kathy & Pat Mellott  

Senator Jim Rosapepe and Pastor King pose with the cast of 
And Then There Were None! 

The Trustees are happy to thank Cale Fuller for seeing that our ancient heating system is up and run-
ning. He has spent many an hour, after working all day, getting the system working once again. . 
His son has also helped him. 
The Trustees 
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Keeping Kids Safe 
By Pastor King 

 
 I watched a news report of a man twice attempting to abduct a 10 year old in Florida. When I 
was a kid in South Carolina, a similar situation happened to me. I was walking from my fa-
ther's house, where I would go every day after school to do housework and cook his supper 
before he came home from work. I was walking along the rural road to return to my grand-
mother's house when a sedan drove past me then turned around and drove back in my direc-
tion. The sedan slowed down, and the white man behind the wheel rolled down his window 
and started asking me for directions.   I glanced at him, told him I did not know where that ad-
dress was. I never stopped walking toward my grandmother's house, and he kept driving slow-
ly and talking. The man was wearing business attire, black-framed glasses, and had dark hair. 

He would have been a considered a Clark Kent look-alike. 
 He started making remarks about my body. I was dressed in bib overalls (the baggy denim kind). I didn't respond to 
him and kept walking a little faster.  
 The side of the road where I was heavily wooded for quite a distance, so I kept my head forward and kept walking. 
In the distance on the opposite side of the road was Mrs. Williams (we called her "Miss Matilda")  in her front yard 
raking leaves. She stopped raking and started paying attention to the car that was shadowing me. 
 With the loudest voice she could muster, Miss Matilda screamed, " GET AWAY FROM HER!!"  Then Miss Matil-
da commanded me to RUN, and she beckoned me to come to her! I RAN across the highway, through the ditch, and 
up the hill to Miss Matilda's yard! She waved that rake like a Wakanda Warrior ready for battle! 
Meanwhile, that would-be child abductor pulled into the first available driveway to turn around and tear out in the op-
posite direction. His car had Connecticut tags. 
 When children are independent enough to go places and do things without adult supervision, that presents a prime 
time when would-be abductors will approach a child. Things as simple as riding a bike through the neighbor-
hood,  walking to school, going to a mall or local store,  playing in a park can also be areas in which kids can become 
vulnerable. 
 Teach your child that: 
 

1. Adults/strangers should not be asking kids to help them find anything (an address, a lost dog); 
2. NEVER go near or get into a stranger's vehicle (even if they say they need help getting something 
out of or putting something into their vehicle); 
3. DO NOT engage in conversation with an adult; 
4. Tell your child RUN, SCREAM, throw a tantrum or  otherwise call attention if a stranger tries forci-
bly take them. One child who was confronted by a man with a gun, dropped on the ground and rolled 
under the pick-up truck. 
5. Teach your children to trust their instincts. If a situation does not feel right or feels unsafe, get away 
and tell a trusted adult. 
 

 Become involved in your child's day-to-day life. Know their routines, their activities, their friends,  and the friends' 
parents. Volunteer at school. Bring them to church. Create a network of family, friends, and neighbors who will keep 
watchful eyes over your kids as they move about the community (like Miss Matilda). 
Educate yourself on how to better protect your kids. 

Update from Troop 1033 
Boy Scout Troop 1033 has had a busy Fall!  In addition to our weekly meetings, the troop has participated 
in several fun activities.  In September, the scouts enjoyed an afternoon at an archery range and an evening 
of go-karting.  In October, they went camping at Manidokan Camp and Retreat Center, where they hiked, 
explored Historic Harpers Ferry, and were challenged at a team building course.  In November, they 
teamed up with Cub Scout Pack 1031 to do the annual "Scouting for Food" food drive.  The scouts collect-

ed approximately 2700 lbs of non-perishable food from the Beltsville and Calverton community. The donations were 
split between the food pantries at Emmanuel UMC and St. Joseph's Catholic Church (also in Beltsville).  We thank 
everyone who participated for their donations and support!  
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What do the candles in our Advent wreath mean? 
  

    The Advent wreath began as a German and Scandinavian home devotional practice used to mark the four 
weeks of Advent. Families would light a candle for each past week and the current week at their dinner or evening 
time of prayer. The configuration of candles, whether in a line or a circle, did not matter. Neither did the color of the 
candles (all colors are used in homes in Europe). What mattered was the marking of time and the increase of light 
each week in the face of increasing darkness as the winter solstice approached. 

    As Advent wreaths began to be used by congregations on Sundays in some places in Europe and Ameri-
ca beginning in the late 19th century, several adaptations were made to make them work better in public worship spac-
es. Candles needed to be larger and more uniform than the "daily candles" handmade or purchased for home use. They 
also needed to be more uniform in color to fit with other décor in the sanctuary. That is why candles used in the Ad-
vent wreath are usually purple or blue, to coordinate with color of the paraments used during this season. 

This shift in context from home to public use also made it important in the eyes of some for the candles to be 
given a meaning more that simply marking time and  increasing light. This led to special ceremonies being developed 
for lighting these special candles each week.  

As this practice began to catch on by the mid-twentieth century, several church supply houses who sold Ad-
vent wreaths and candles for public worship also developed resources, banners, and bulletin covers assigning a theme 
to each week, and thus each candle, based on scriptures from the one-year lectionaries used at that time. Those themes 
were Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace, in that order.  

Today, almost no one uses those one-year lectionaries, so those themes may not always fit the scriptures we 
hear in worship. The one exception is the Third Sunday of Advent, 
where the current lectionaries have continued to support the centu-
ries old observance of "Gaudete" or "Joy Sunday." That is why 
church supply houses often offer rose or pink colored candles for 
the wreath for use on this day.     

So how may we talk about the meaning of the Advent 
wreath today? 

We can reclaim the original home use of marking time with 
the hope of increasing light as we await the return of Christ, that day 
when "The city no longer has need of the sun or the moon to shine 
upon it, because the glory of God illumines it, and its lamp is the 
lamb." 

And we can develop meanings or themes for each week 
based on the focus of the scriptures themselves. After all, the can-
dles and the wreath are an accessory, not an end in themselves. 
Their meaningfulness comes from how we use them to point toward 
Christ, the world's true light, who was, and is, and is to come.   

A wreath with three lit candles marks the third 
week of Advent. Photo by Kathleen Barry, 
United Methodist Communications.  

A Message from the Baltimore-Washington Conference 
 
 This Thanksgiving, we offer our gratitude to the churches of the 
Baltimore-Washington Conference that have supported United 
Methodist missions around the world. The General Board of 
Global Ministries reported that from Jan. 1 - Oct. 11, 975 gifts, 
totaling $673,940 was given to the Advance. 
 Among those gifts, $37,978 was given to the Advance in Eura-
sia, $3,350 was given to Poland; $320,416 to the United Method-
ist Committee on Relief's fund for international disasters and 
$278,184 to UMCOR's disaster relief ministries in the United 
States. 
 BWC churches also gave $34,011 to support seven missionaries. 
It takes about $25,000 a year to support one full-time missionary. 
Learn more about BWC's missionaries. 
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Is The United Methodist Church really...? Part 2 
Last month we ran questions 1-10. Here we present the final 10 questions. 

 
11. Able to allow congregations to sidestep the requirements of Paragraph 2553 in the Book of Discipline by 
using Paragraph 2548.2 as an alternative path to disaffiliation? 

No. Judicial Council Decision 1449 is clear: “[T]he process in ¶ 2548.2 may not be used as a pathway for lo-
cal churches to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church.” 

What is at stake in this question? The Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA), an independent advocacy 
group, in collaboration with the National Center for Life and Liberty (NCLL, an unrelated “nonprofit legal ministry”) 
has encouraged churches in several conferences (Florida, Western North Carolina, Eastern Pennsylvania, with 
“similar group actions” expected to proceed in the Western Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Peninsula-Delaware confer-
ences) to file or threaten to join NCLL-led lawsuits against their conferences unless the conferences immediately 
cease to require the “onerous” conditions of Paragraph 2553 and instead allow congregations to disaffiliate under Par-
agraph 2548.2. 

That paragraph in the Discipline has been put forward for some time now by the WCA and others to suggest 
that: a) there could be a lower threshold of voting (based on a simple majority of a charge conference instead of the 
two-thirds majority of a called church conference); b) no payments would be required; and c) the whole matter could 
be addressed through a transfer of the congregation, its property, and its assets to another evangelical denomination 
through a comity agreement that each conference could, if it so chose, simply create. 

The Judicial Council decision makes clear what has always been the case about this paragraph. It has nothing 
to do with local congregations disaffiliating from the denomination. It has to do solely with the transfer of property. 
The only paragraph in the Discipline that provides a means for a local church to become disaffiliated from The United 
Methodist Church while retaining its property and assets is Paragraph 2553. 

The decision also notes that annual conferences have no authority to create a comity agreement. The Council 
of Bishops develops the agreement, which must then be ratified by a General Conference to become effective. In the 
case of the Global Methodist Church, neither of those actions has occurred. There is no basis even for a transfer of 
property under any comity agreement with the Global Methodist Church because no such agreement exists or can ex-
ist at this time. 

Paragraph 2553 was adopted by the special called General Conference of 2019. It was introduced through a 
substitute motion from an advocate for the Traditional Plan. The motion to substitute passed by a margin of two votes 
(402-400). The reason for the substitution was that the disaffiliation proposal before the body at the time as part of the 
Traditional Plan legislation had already been declared unconstitutional and on several points illegal by the Judicial 
Council. So, to provide for any process for disaffiliation while retaining local church property, Traditionalist leaders 
moved the substitution of this provision.  After debate, the substituted motion was approved 420-390. The Judicial 
Council subsequently affirmed its constitutionality when applied with the requirement in 2529.1.b.3 that the annual 
conference must provide final consent to enact a disaffiliation. Paragraph 2553 remains the only paragraph in the Dis-
cipline authorizing a process for a local church to disaffiliate while retaining its property and assets. 

Meanwhile, a few annual conferences had also specified Paragraph 2548.2 as an option for disaffiliation in 
some way. Two in particular who had done so (Texas and Rio Texas) have now modified their policy documents to 
remove references to Paragraph 2548.2 as a disaffiliation pathway. 
 
12. About to change its statement on abortion from life-centered to pro-choice? 

No. It is true that revised Social Principles have been submitted for consideration by the next General Confer-
ence. However, the revisions made to the section addressing abortion do not alter the life-centered approach of The 
United Methodist Church on abortion. 

“Tragic conflicts of life with life” remain the only circumstances in which abortion is considered justifiable in 
the revised statement. No legislative proposals submitted to the next General Conference call for any other or any 
lesser standard. 

There is no basis to conclude the 2024 General Conference will make any change to the denomination’s life-
centered commitments regarding abortion. 

 
 

Continued on p. 6 
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Is The United Methodist Church really...? Continued from p. 5 
 
13. Allowing local churches that refuse to pay apportionments (as the Wesleyan Covenant Association is now direct-
ing) to “get away with it”? 

No. The Book of Discipline states: “Payment in full of these apportionments by local churches is the first benevo-
lent responsibility of the church” (Paragraph 247.14). 

If the local church is incapable of fulfilling its first benevolent duty, this begins to call into question whether it re-
mains viable as a local church or whether it is in a position to afford the appointment or appointments it may currently 
have. 

The decision about how to respond to such situations lies with each district superintendent. District superintendents 
know and, as pastors themselves, can relate to the financial pressures some congregations may face that limit their ability to 
pay their apportionments in full, or sometimes, at all. 

District superintendents also understand the difference between hardship and refusal. The Discipline gives them the 
tools to respond accordingly. 

In cases where congregations are refusing to pay all or part of their apportionments, the district superintendent may 
take any of the following actions. 

1. Require review of the local church’s potential (Paragraph 213) as a United Methodist congregation. Is the con-
gregation serving the purpose or able to serve the purpose for which it was organized if it refuses to pay apportion-
ments? If the conclusion of the review is that it is not, the DS, with the district board of location and building, the 
bishop, and a majority of the cabinet, can recommend the closure of that local church at the next session of the an-
nual conference (Paragraph 2549.1.a, 2.b). 
2. Re-align the pastoral charge (Paragraph 419.9) in consultation with the bishop.  For churches with multiple ap-
pointed clergy, this could involve making fewer appointments. For churches with one clergy, it could lead to a less 
than fulltime appointment. 
3. Recommend, with the approval of the district committee on location and building, the bishop, and the majority of 
the cabinet, the immediate transfer of all property and assets of the congregation to the conference board of trustees 
(Paragraph 2549.3.b). In this situation, the conference board of trustees would have discretion about whether, and 
on what terms, to offer the property and assets to the congregation for its possible future use, or to offer the proper-
ty to another buyer and direct the assets for the use of the annual conference.   

 
Any of these actions could be taken in response to any congregation, regardless of its interest in disaffiliation, 

which refuses to pay its apportionments in full. None of these actions would be taken as a means to discourage or punish 
congregations simply seeking to disaffiliate. Every bishop in the United Methodist Church in the United States is commit-
ted to supporting congregations wishing to disaffiliate to do so in accordance with the policies set by that conference’s 
board of trustees. United Methodist congregations are free to pursue disaffiliation. They are not free to sabotage the ongo-
ing ministry of The United Methodist Church as they do so. 
 
 14. Allowing congregations that disaffiliate to retain their current appointed pastor or deacon? 

The answer depends on whether the current clergy disaffiliate as well. 
United Methodist bishops are authorized to appoint clergy to United Methodist congregations. 
When a congregation is disaffiliated, it is no longer a United Methodist congregation.  Thus, United Methodist ap-

pointments to a congregation that disaffiliates terminate on the effective date of disaffiliation as set by the annual confer-
ence. 

If the current clergy disaffiliate with the congregation, it is up to the congregation or decisions by a denomination it 
may join whether the current clergy continue to serve them.  United Methodist deacons and local pastors may or may not 
be accepted as clergy by other denominations. It is more likely that United Methodist elders may be.  

If the current clergy remain United Methodist, they will no longer be appointed to the disaffiliated congregation 
and can no longer function as clergy for them. The United Methodist bishop will seek to appoint these clergy elsewhere as 
soon as possible. The congregation will need to seek new clergy leadership.  
15. Ending United Methodist Church memberships of those whose local church disaffiliates?  

Yes. When a local church disaffiliates, the Judicial Council has made clear all of its members depart the denomina-
tion with it. “Disaffiliation… under ¶2553 involves both church membership and property… the membership departs from 
The United Methodist Church” (Decision 1449, Question 5).  From the standpoint of The United Methodist Church, it is 
not possible to be a member in The United Methodist Church and a member in another denomination (or an independent 
church) at the same time (Paragraph 241 of the 2016 Book of Discipline). 

Continued on p. 7 
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Is The United Methodist Church really...? Continued from p. 6 
 

So, if your congregation has voted to disaffiliate, and you wish to remain a member of The United Methodist 
Church, you will want to find another United Methodist congregation to join before the effective date of disaffiliation set 
by the annual conference. You may ask your district office for assistance in this process.  
16. Permitting 10% of the professing members of a local church to sidestep conference requirements that a request 
for a called charge conference to vote on disaffiliation come from a church council or other leadership body of a lo-
cal church? 

No. But to understand the answer to that question, it is important to understand how this allegation could have been 
made. 

Paragraph 248 of the 2016 Book of Discipline states that a church conference “may be called” by the district super-
intendent under several circumstances, including in response to “a written request to the district superintendent by … 10% 
of the professing membership of the local church.” The key language here is “may.” Receiving a request from 10% of the 
professing membership does not compel the district superintendent to call a church conference.   

Meanwhile, many conference disaffiliation processes require a church council or other leadership body to make the 
request for a called church conference for disaffiliation. Paragraph 2553.4 states “the terms and conditions for that disaffili-
ation shall be established by the board of trustees of the applicable annual conference, with the advice of the cabinet, the 
annual conference treasurer, the annual conference benefits officer, the director of connectional ministries, and the annual 
conference chancellor.” 

Each conference’s board of trustees sets the terms and conditions for its conference. The role of the district superin-
tendents in that process is advisory only. Once the trustees set the terms and conditions, only they can alter them. The an-
nual conference may provide additional standard terms. Where the terms and conditions from the trustees or additional 
standard terms set by the conference state that the contact to initiate a called church conference must come from the church 
council or equivalent leadership or administrative body, the district superintendent is bound to schedule called church con-
ferences only for those requests that come through that channel. 

And if the terms and conditions are not that specific, the district superintendent, per Paragraph 248, retains discre-
tion about whether and when to call for the church conference. Paragraph 2553 simply notes the called church conference 
must occur within 120 days of the time at which the district superintendent calls for it. In all cases, the district superinten-
dent has the authority to call a church conference. The local church does not. 
 
17. Asking all local churches to vote on whether to remain in The United Methodist Church or join the Global 
Methodist Church?  

No. 
No leaders in The United Methodist Church are asking or expecting any United Methodist congregation to take any 

vote on this question. Congregations may choose to do so. But nothing compels any United Methodist congregation to hold 
such a vote.  

Some local churches have taken the initiative to seek disaffiliation themselves.  Many local churches are also being 
urged to disaffiliate by other organizations, such as the Wesleyan Covenant Association, that are not part of the structure of 
The United Methodist Church.  

If a congregation wants to consider disaffiliation and follows the conference's process to request a called church 
conference for a vote, the only question at that called church conference will be whether that local church approves a mo-
tion to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church.  

The called church conference will not consider the question of whether to join any other denomination. 
Ask The UMC has received many questions from individuals who tell us they are being told they must choose be-

tween The UMC and the GMC. This is simply false.  
A successful vote for disaffiliation is just that. It is a vote to request disaffiliation from The United Methodist 

Church. That is all.  
That vote does not complete the process of disaffiliation. The local church still has to complete the preliminary 

terms in a disaffiliation agreement it signs with the conference, be approved by the conference for disaffiliation, and fulfill 
any remaining terms in the disaffiliation agreement that can only be addressed after annual conference approval, all by the 
effective date of disaffiliation specified by the conference.  

But once a congregation has completed this process. it is, from the standpoint of The United Methodist Church, an 
independent congregation. It may choose to remain independent.  Or it may choose join any other network, association, or 
denomination that is willing to receive it under the terms that network, association, or denomination may set. The choices 
are many, not limited solely to the Global Methodist Church.  

Continued on p. 8 
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Is The United Methodist Church really...? Continued from p. 7 
 

The Wesleyan Covenant Association created the Global Methodist Church. It is not surprising that it would 
urge United Methodist congregations to disaffiliate and join their new denomination. But this is far from the only 
choice a disaffiliating congregation may make. No vote on disaffiliation should be understood as a forced choice be-
tween The United Methodist Church and the Global Methodist Church.  
 
18. Allowing clergy and laypersons elected as delegates to General or Jurisdictional Conference to serve if they 
have disaffiliated? 

No. 
The General Conference is the ultimate legislative body of The United Methodist Church. The Jurisdictional 

Conferences are the bodies that elect the executive branch of the denomination, the bishops. One must be a clergy or 
lay member of The United Methodist Church to serve as a delegate to the General or Jurisdictional conferences. The 
only exception to this is that the four Methodist denominations with whom The United Methodist Church has a con-
cordat relationship may send delegates to our General Conference, and we to theirs.  See Paragraph 13 of the 2016 
Book of Discipline (Section II, Article I of the Constitution of The United Methodist Church).  

When United Methodist clergy disaffiliate, they are no longer clergy members of their conferences. When lo-
cal churches disaffiliate, all of their members are removed from the professing membership of The United Methodist 
Church as of the effective date of disaffiliation set by the annual conference. If persons in these congregations wish to 
remain part of The United Methodist Church, they must transfer their membership to a United Methodist Church that 
is not disaffiliating. Disaffiliated persons, lay or clergy, cannot serve as delegates to General or Jurisdictional Confer-
ence.   

General Conference has provided a means to replace persons who, subsequent to election, can no longer serve 
as delegates. Those next in order of election take their place, and others move up to take the place of those until all 
jurisdictional reserve delegates are used. See Paragraphs 34-36 of the 2016 Book of Discipline (Section VI, Articles 
III-V of the Constitution).   
  
19. Failing to punish those who violate the Discipline? 

We have received this question, in roughly this form, many times.  
The wording of the question reflects a lack of understanding of the purpose and the process of the complaint 

process of The United Methodist Church. 
The purpose of the complaint process is to stop harms, if they have happened, and bring as much restoration as 

possible to the persons and situations involved in an alleged violation. The purpose is not to punish offenders. 
The complaint process begins with someone filing a written complaint alleging one or more chargeable offens-

es (Paragraph 2702) with the proper persons (depending on whether the one alleged in the complaint is a layperson, a 
clergyperson who is not a bishop, or a bishop). Next, the complaint is investigated to determine whether it merits 
moving to adjudication or dismissal. If the case moves to adjudication, the matter may be addressed through a just res-
olution agreement (at any time) or proceed to a trial. At a trial, the presiding officer is a district superintendent for lai-
ty, and a bishop for clergy or other bishops. The jury is made up of peers. The jury determines whether the charges 
apply in the case, and, if so, what action to take in response. With one exception, there are and never have been man-
datory penalties. The one exception is clergy who are found guilty of having presided at a same-sex marriage or union 
ceremony. Otherwise, the jury determines the most appropriate remedy to stop harms and bring about as much resto-
ration as possible.  

Complaint processes, by design, are confidential. The intention is to protect the integrity and dignity of all par-
ties involved from the beginning of a case to its conclusion. You may not hear that there was a complaint filed, how a 
particular case is proceeding, or even, necessarily, how it was resolved. That does not mean that nothing was done. It 
means that if a complaint was filed, the case is proceeding with the confidentiality all parties deserve.  

person as its pastor or deacon is close to zero. And in the conferences from whom we have received this ques-
tion most frequently, it is zero.  

Continued on p. 9 
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Is The United Methodist Church really...? Continued from p. 8 
 
20. Forcing or going to force congregations that do not want a self-avowed practicing homosexual as a pastor 
or deacon to accept one?  

No.  
First of all, it remains a chargeable offense in The United Methodist Church to be a clergyperson or candidate 

for the clergy who is a self-avowed, practicing homosexual. Bishops are forbidden to appoint those found through the 
complaint process to be self-avowed, practicing homosexuals. This has been the case since 1984. 

To be sure, as we noted in Question 10 of this series, some of these rules are unevenly enforced in some plac-
es. But in most U.S. conferences, these policies have been consistently enforced from their beginning. The result has 
been either no self-avowed, practicing homosexual clergy remaining in the conference, or, if there are any, once 
charges are brought and a finding of guilt determined, their ability to be appointed is at an end. In short, these policies 
have been very effective at keeping self-avowed, practicing homosexuals out of the clergy pool of The UMC or re-
moving them from it.  

Thus, the likelihood that any congregation in most conferences could receive a self-avowed, practicing homo-
sexual person as its pastor or deacon is close to zero. And in the conferences from whom we have received this ques-
tion most frequently, it is zero.  

Finally, bishops already work to appoint clergy to congregations for a match that is likely to work for years to 
come. Should the Discipline at some point in the future permit self-avowed, practicing homosexuals to serve as cler-
gy, bishops are most likely to appoint them to congregations where they would be welcomed and avoid appointing 
them where they would not. 

1. What does the word Advent (from the Latin adventus) mean? 
A. Before Christmas 
B. To go on an adventure 
C. Arrival or coming 
D. A website for online Christmas coupons 
E. All of the above 

2. True or False: Like the 40 days of Lent, Advent is a fixed number of days  
before Christmas. 

A. True 
B. False 

3. Which of these Advent hymns was written by Charles Wesley? 
A. “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” 
B. “Hail to the Lord's Anointed” 
C. “Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
D. “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

4. Who originated Watch Night services? 
A. Martin Luther 
B. John Wesley 
C. John the Baptist 
D. Henry VIII 
E. President William McKinley 

5. According to tradition, approximately how far did Mary travel to visit Elizabeth? 
A. 10 miles 
B. 50 miles 
C. 100 miles 
D. 500 miles 

Answers: 1. C, 2. B, 3. D, 4. B, 5. C 
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United Methodists are called to care for the vulnerable 
Commentary by the Rev. David Maldonado 

  
Finding ourselves and our families in danger and vulnerable to events or realities 
beyond our control, a natural survival response could very well be to escape the 
threatening and danger-filled situation in search of safety and greater security. 
However, the trek in search of security may well expose us to new and unex-
pected vulnerabilities. Sometimes, our escape may be frightening and full of inse-
curities, unknown dangers and vulnerabilities. One set of vulnerabilities is ex-
changed for another set of vulnerabilities. 
For migrants seeking safety in the United States, vulnerability becomes a constant 
companion. It is probably one of the greatest risks that migrants face as they seek 
to escape life-threatening situations in their homeland. Beginning with the coy-
otes, who promise safe and successful journeys and entry to the U.S. after a hefty 
price but are known for abusing and even abandoning the migrants seeking safety.  
The road to safety is difficult and uncertain. It offers risks day and night. Reach-

ing the border presents an even greater challenge and physical vulnerabilities. Jumping a fence, swimming across a 
river or walking miles in the desert are dangerous feats.  

Successfully crossing the border, however, does not mean that the vulnerabilities faced by the migrants are 
behind them. Arriving migrants are vulnerable to other sources and types of vulnerabilities. Their arrival is not met 
with open and promising arms. With their hopes and dreams of a promised land, migrants are quickly subject to suspi-
cion, treated as criminals and relegated to poor holding conditions at the border. They are also subject schemes that 
rob them of their resources, freedom and dignity. 

The recent episode of migrants offered misleading promises of jobs, housing and food if they were willing to 
be taken to cities deep in the country presents a new type of vulnerability. Preying on the dreams and hopes of mi-
grants, unscrupulous individuals and groups made misleading promises of hope: the vulnerability of false hope. In es-
sence migrants were vulnerable to accepting what appeared to be the honest and trustworthy good will of groups with 
other intentions. Migrants were exposed to political vulnerability. They were subjected to public manipulation for po-
litical interest and purposes out of and beyond their control. Their already vulnerable situation became more vulnera-
ble. 

As a church, United Methodists are called to care for the vulnerable, whether their vulnerability is physical, 
financial, legal or political. The migrant population is in our midst, whether in the United States or Latin America, at 
the border, or in the interior of our country. We are surrounded by migrants vulnerable at every step of their journey 
and presence in our communities.  

The ministry of Jesus is solidly grounded in care for the vulnerable. Caring for the most vulnerable was central 
in his teachings and example. Jesus stopped to care for the vulnerable in his midst: the blind, the sick, the paralyzed, 
the prostitute and those rejected by society. A central component of his ministry is illustrated by his story of the trav-
eler on the road who encountered a man who had been subjected to physical and other inhumane treatment, left to sur-
vive on his own, and ignored by others. Care for the vulnerable was immediate and direct. It also provided provisions 
for continuing care. 

As the church that embodies the presence and ministry of Jesus, our faithfulness is shown and made real 
through our ministry with the most vulnerable. As migrants travel through our midst, we are called to stand up for 
their humanity and dignity in the face of vulnerability, even and especially political vulnerability.   
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Cooking with Pastor King: Basic Cinnamon Rolls 
 
DOUGH:  
You will need ONE cup of warm milk but start with: 
1/2 c warm milk 
2 tsp active dry yeast  
1 tsp sugar 
Mix all three ingredients together, and let bloom for 15 minutes. 
 
Add remaining 1/2 cup of warm milk 
3 oz melted butter  
1/3 c sugar 
1 TB vanilla  
4 egg yolks  
3 cups All Purpose flour  
1/4 tsp salt (if your butter is unsalted) 
Mix well (If dough is too loose, add up to 1/4 cup of flour in an oiled bread bowl turn dough. Cover up with a clean 
towel or cloth. Let proof for 90 minutes. Put in microwave with a cup of hot water [or in a warm oven]). 
Roll dough onto floured surface. 
Knead  
Roll out dough will rolling pin to about (12-14  inches wide and 19-20 inches long) 
Spread whole stick of melted butter on the surface of the dough.  Sprinkle on 2 cups brown sugar and sprinkle with 
ground cinnamon. 
You can spread pie filling, jam, or marmalade, etc. if you want to make rolls with a different filling. 
Roll the dough towards you to form a cylinder. Cut the rolls about inch thick and place them on a baking pan lined 
with parchment paper. 
Cover up. Place in warm oven to proof for 30-45 minutes. Sprinkle a little more brown sugar and cinnamon on top. 
Bake at 350 for 15-20 minutes  
 
For icing:  
2 c confectioners sugar  
1 TB butter  
1 tsp vanilla or rum 
Add milk (or coffee creamer ) one tablespoon at a time until you reach desired consistency. 
Spoon icing over warm rolls. 
 
NOTE:  To the icing you can also add one or more of the following: 
Cream cheese  
Citrus juice/zest 
Flavored extracts 
Add nuts (optional) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Office Hours (By 
Appt.) 9:30 am-

2:00 
 

Boy Scouts 7 pm 
 

ESL Classes 
(Virtual) 7 pm 

2 
Church Office 

Closed 
 

Auditions: Arsenic 
and Old Lace 

7-9 pm 
 

3 
Narcotics  

Anonymous 5 pm 
 

Auditions: Arsenic 
and Old Lace 

7-9 pm 

 

4 
Worship 10 am 
UWF Christmas 

Mini sale following 
service 

 
 
 

5 
Church Office 

Closed 

6 
Office Hours (By 
Appt.) 9:30 am-

2:00 
 

Prayer Fellowship 
10 am 

7 
Office Hours 9:30 

am-2:00 
 

Bible Study 
(virtual) 7 pm 

8 
Office Hours (By 
Appt.) 9:30 am-

2:00 
 

Boy Scouts 7 pm 
 

ESL Classes 
(Virtual) 7 pm 

9  
Church Office 

Closed 
 

10 
Narcotics  

Anonymous 5 pm 

11 
Worship 10 am 
UWF Christmas 

Mini sale following 
service 

12 
Church Office 

Closed 

13 
Office Hours (By 
Appt.) 9:30 am-

2:00 

14 
Office Hours 9:30 

am-2:00 
 

Bible Study 
(virtual) 7 pm 

15 
Office Hours (By 
Appt.) 9:30 am-

2:00 
 

Boy Scouts 7 pm 
 

ESL Classes 
(Virtual) 7 pm 

16 
Church Office 

Closed 

17 
Food  

Distribution 8 am 
 

Narcotics  
Anonymous 5 pm 

18 
Worship 10 am 
UWF Christmas 

Mini sale following 
service 

19 
Church Office 

Closed 

20 
Office Hours (By 
Appt.) 9:30 am-

2:00 
 

Prayer Fellowship 
10 am 

21 
Office Hours 9:30 

am-2:00 
 

Bible Study 
(virtual) 7 pm 

22 
Office Hours (By 
Appt.) 9:30 am-

2:00 
 

Boy Scouts 7 pm 
 

ESL Classes 
(Virtual) 7 pm 

23 
Church Office 

Closed 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
Service 6:30 pm 

25 
 

26 
Church Office 

Closed 
 

Depression  
Bipolar Support 
(virtual) 7 pm 

27 
Office Hours (By 
Appt.) 9:30 am-

2:00 

28 
Office Hours 9:30 

am-2:00 
 

Bible Study 
(virtual) 7 pm 

29 
Office Hours (By 
Appt.) 9:30 am-

2:00 

30 
Church Office 

Closed 

31 

December  2022  
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Worship in Giving: How Can I Give?  
Online: You can now give online through Emmanuel’s 
website at www.eumcbeltsville.com/giving or scan the QR 
Code below. This is a great way to keep up with your  
giving if you are out of town, are sick or if you 
can’t come to church.  
Through the Mail: You can mail your offering 
to the church. The address is 11416 Cedar Lane, 
Beltsville, MD 20705. 

CAN YOU HELP?  
Share your talents at Emmanuel by sharing the Word as 
a Scripture Reader during our Sunday Service! Help for 
a single Sunday or choose several. You choose how many 
Sundays you are able to help. Just email the office at of-

fice@eumcbeltsville.com and they will let you know 
which weeks are available!  

No experience needed! We will train you on the job! 

Happy December Birthdays! 
 

1. Motunrayo Oluwafemi 
3. Ann Rowland 
7. John Stewart 

13. Cheryl Grays  
15. Rebecca Cavallo 

26.  Alexandra Scotland 
30. Kim Hiner, Maggie (Leatherman) Jackson 

Christian Love and Sympathy To The Families of: 
 John Emmerd 

Paul Kepple 
Stacy Tate 

The Mother of Aaron Fulp Eickstaedt 

Please pray for our homebound 
Home bound 
Norma Hall 
Doris and Bob Humphrey 
Out of state 
Lil Mizzer 

WORSHIP WITH US!!!! 
Hybrid Worship at Emmanuel!  

Join us on Sunday mornings in hybrid worship in person or through Zoom.  
Worship begins at 10 am. Sign Language interpretation and closed captioning is available for online closed 

captioning is available in-person on our screens.  
Use this link if you wish to attend virtually: https://zoom.us/j/97839889289?

pwd=YzUxZjJKTzUybTJnZEt4UC9qTkI4QT09  
or go to zoom.us and click join a meeting.  

The meeting number is 978 3988 9289. The Password is EUMC  
You can call in on any telephone (cell or landline) at 1-301-715-8592 If you’re calling on the telephone the infor-

mation is Meeting ID: 978 3988 9289 Passcode: 479360  

Emmanuel is now on Instagram! Follow 
@eumc_beltsville 
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