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Pastor Daniel Mejia

“You can’t get second things by
putting them first; you can get second things only by putting them
first... What is the first thing? The
only reply I can offer here is that if
we do not know, then the first, and
only truly practical thing is to set
about finding out... In the same way
the Church exists for nothing else
but to draw men (women) into
Christ, to make them little Christs. If
they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons,
even the Bible itself, are simply a
waste of time. God became Man for
no other purpose. It is even doubtful,
you know, whether the whole universe was created for any other purpose.” (C.S. Lewis, “First and Second
Things” “Mere Christianity”)
I hope that the beginning of 2011
is treating you well. Personally, I feel
energized and ready to learn new
ways and explore new opportunities
to grow in my relationship with God
and my work for the church. I certainly hope that you feel the same
way. As I look for ways to be reenergized and challenge in my faith, I
keep going back to my old faith companions to find that much needed in-
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spiration. It is no secret to many of
you that C.S. Lewis is one of my
favorite faith companions and that
every time I read him I feel confronted and excited about my walk
with Christ.

to draw men (women) into Christ,
to make them little Christs. If they
are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons,
even the Bible itself, are simply a
waste of time.”

As C.S. Lewis reminds us, everything that we do in our church
should be done with the sole intention of reaching the only true and
eternal mission for the Church of
Christ: to bring others to the love
of Christ and to become little
Christs in our daily walk. Everything we do, from the way we clean
the bathrooms to the way we spend
our budget, at the end of the day we
hope to make Christ our top priority.

“But strive first for the kingdom
of God and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you
as well.” (Matthew 6:33)

Most of the “Church Growth
experts” agree that to increase
church attendance and membership
we need to have a clear strategic
plan, with clear goals, and clear
deadlines. I certainly agree. Church
Growth experts also say that we
need to be willing to change worship times and musical styles to
attract more, different people to
church, I certainly agree too.
They also recommend that we
improve our use of social networks
such as “Facebook” and “Twitter”
to communicate with people more
closely and consistently. I couldn’t
agree more. In fact, our church is
already following most of these
recommendations and our intention
for 2011 is to improve and increase
what we are already doing. But all
of these changes and efforts will
amount to nothing unless “... the
Church exists for nothing else but

This is our focus for 2011. No
matter what new plans we may try,
no matter what strategic planning
we will have in place, Christ will be
our priority in everything that we
do.
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Trustees
By Barbara Butcher

The church has
available a wheel
chair and a walker
for members to
use. These are stored
in the closet in the
Sanctuary. They
may be used to help people get from
the parking lot into the church.

The Lamplighter
Spend Super Bowl
Sunday with your
Church Family
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College Scholarships
By Jane Grays, Lay Leader

It’s February and we’re in
“wintertime,” but it’s not too soon to
It’s almost that time again…Super begin to look for scholarship opportuBowl Sunday, the biggest football
nities. Please follow the link listed at
day of the year. This year we would
the bottom of page for current inforlike you to join us for dinner and a
mation.
Super Bowl party for the entire family. On Sunday February 6th we will
General Information
be having a spaghetti dinner and Super Bowl Party in the Fellowship
Scholarships are for undergraduate
If necessary, ask an usher to help.
Hall. The cost for dinner is $5.00 per students enrolled fulltime in an accredperson and the party is free. All pro- ited college or university in the United
The equipment may ceeds will go towards the building
States
also be borrowed for
fund to renovate the kitchen. This is
short periods of time.
the first major fundraiser the 175th
Applicants must be members of a
Call the office if you
anniversary committee is holding to
United Methodist Church in the Baltihave need to borrow
raise money for the kitchen project.
more Washington Conference
one or the other.
Dinner begins at 5:00 p.m. and kickoff is at 6:00 p.m. We will be showApplicants must submit completed
Finance committee
ing the game on a large screen in the applications, completed student and
fellowship hall where we will have
pastor’s statements, and their most
By Bill Raulin
snacks and drinks.
recent official transcript. Incomplete
Finance Chairperson
applications will not be considered.
Wow! How time flies when you are
Applications must be postmarked
having fun.
no later than middle of May and applications will not be accepted past the
deadline.

We started off the year in a “so so”
way, but things will be Okay. The
main thing I want to stress this month
is this: If you sent a check dated in
2010 and I received it in January, it
was posted in the new year, not in
2010. With that said, all you need do is
track it yourself from your bank; yes, it
is deductable in 2010 taxes but not
through the church. It will be shown in
2011. I cannot postdate the listing.

By Rick Bergmann

If you don’t want to watch football for the entire time we will offer
an alternative for you; there will be
movies shown on the big screen in
our Sanctuary. You can buy tickets
for the dinner in the Narthex on Sunday mornings or call the church office to reserve them. This is a great
event to come out and meet others in
your church family and to spend
some time outside of worship getting
to know other members and their
families.

I want to thank everyone for your
We hope to see you there. If there
prayers and cards on my latest foot
are
any questions, feel free to talk to
problems. All is well and I will be back
Rick
Bergmann.
soon.

Scholarships are awarded on the
basis of need and merit. Awards range
from $450.00 to $1,000.00.
Please be aware that the number of
applications far exceeds the available
funds, so not all eligible students receive aid.
Please share this information students, family, and friends.
Visit www.bwcumc.org and follow
the prompt for Scholarship information and applications.
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Special Valentine
Dinner

March 26 is the UMW RUMMAGE SALE!

There is still space for you at the
Valentine Dinner on Saturday, February 12, 2011 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00
p.m. Tickets are $70/pair including a
3-course meal of choice of appetizer,
choice of main course with potato
and vegetable, and cheesecake dessert. Dinner music will be provided. Childcare will be provided at
the church by the UMYF.

Please mark the date on your calendar! We are doing something NEW
this year. We will be renting out tables in the room that we normally sell
clothing. The cost will be $20.00 for a table. We have 11 to rent. We would
love to have your donations of everything except for clothing. We will still
accept accessories like purses, wallets, scarves, hats and coats. (Setting up
and removing the clothing was too much work for the volunteers we had
available.)

By Debbie McNitt

We were blessed with an overwhelming supply of clothing. Removing
the items from the hangers and putting thousands of items into bags was too
labor intensive. (We may revise the clothing issue next year.) We will still
have a children’s/toys and books room, housewares, breakfast and lunch are
available. Who knows what we will find? Call Debbie if you would like to
rent a table. (301-937-4291) Thank you in advance for your support!

EMERGE (Mental
Health Ministry)
By Jennie Owens

This event is a fundraiser for
Family Life Ministries and the
United Methodist Youth Fellowship.
Funds from Family Life Ministries
events provide camperships for children from Emmanuel to attend summer camp, the Seder Tasting, National Night Out, Trunk or Treat, and
half of the registration fee for the
annual Church Weekend Getaway.
The dinner will be held at and
catered by the Knights of Columbus,
9450 Cherry Hill Rd, College Park,
MD. Everyone who attends will be
able to enjoy the evening without
having to worry about setting up,
cooking, serving or cleaning up. It
should be a relaxing evening with
members of Emmanuel and family
and friends. Contact the office for
tickets.

Community Place
Café (CPC)
By: Elsie Cline

The support group for people with
depression or bipolar disorder and
for family members and friends will
begin its 8th year in 2011. The group
continues to do well with an average
attendance of 10 – 12 people each
time.

Emmanuel completed another
year of supplying lunch at the Community Place Café, on the third Friday every month, to an average of 75
men, women and Children enduring
financial hardship.

On December 13th, 2010, the last
session before Christmas, the group
had a festive holiday party following
the meeting.

This mission is made possible by
the many volunteers who join forces
every month. We have been blessed
to have some new volunteers come
forward recently ~~ there is always
room for more.

We are currently completing our
Chapter re-affiliation with the national organization DBSA
(Depression and Bipolar Support
Alliance.) Through our affiliation
with DBSA we have access to free
educational brochures and a listing
of our support group on their web
site.
To learn more about EMERGE or
the Support Group contact Elsie
Cline or Jennie Owens.

See Ann Rowland to help with
the cooking and serving and Elsie
Cline to help with the shopping and
cake baking. Together we can continue to provide this valuable ministry.
May God bless everyone for giving of their time and financial support.
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Notes of thanks

I WOULD LIKE to thank my
college angel for the cards and
I WANT TO SEND A big
gifts I received last semester. It
“thank you” to all my friends
made finals a little more bearable.
from the church who sent cards or Thank you very much!
called when I had my knee operation recently. It was good to hear
Michael Belshay
from the prayer group and know
that they were remembering me
THANK YOU to everyone
in their prayers. I also received a
who remembered the Staff during
very pretty card that the children
the Christmas Season. We all apmade in Sunday School. And last, preciate your kindness and
but not least, I was surprised, but thoughtfulness.
happy, to see Pastor Dan and Michelle show up to visit me in the
Pastor Daniel, Kathryn,
rehab. What a long distance for
Jo Anne, Beth and Marcel
them to travel. Thanks to all of
you.
THANKS to everyone who
Sincerely,
remembered me in their prayers
Doris Shirey
during the last couple of months
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when I was in the hospital. The
many get well cards brightened my
stay. Ernie and George Kilbourne,
Sue Young and Nancy Thrush are
still helping me by calling or visiting daily. Ann Anderson, Doris
Wray and Pastor Dan came and
brought communion. Thanks again.
Carolyn Scarcia
THANKS TO the Maranatha
and Chancel Choirs, Angela Hatton, Robert and Victoria Galloway
and Mary Anne Heath Kolb for all
the long hours of rehearsal to prepare our Christmas music. Your
time and talent are appreciated.
Kathryn Griffin

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1 Elmer Padgett
2 Charles Pavelka
3 Patrick Mellott
7 Margaret Stanton
8 Gloria Slingerland
9 Georgia Reitzel
11 Amelia Risdon
13 Barbara Butcher, Emma
McNealy
14 Emmet Croson
15 Therese Onukwubiri
16 Juliet Pavelka
17 Sheun Bello
19 Josh Aplin
20 Patrick Elliott
21 Tobi Oluwafemi
22 Karen Mackey
24 Nancy Zerbe
26 Gary Heath, Rebecca Heath
27 Jeff Kramer
28 Charles Aderenle

FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARies
2 Susan & Charles Leatherman
2 Katie & John Kaufmann
4 Mary Lou & Donald Galloway

Flowers are available for all Sunday’s in February! The Flower chart
Birth announcement is posted in the Narthex. Flowers are
$25 each.
Katie and John Kaufmann welPlease fill out a flower announcecomed a baby boy, Geoffrey Karl
ment
form and put in the office mailKauffman, at 6:48 a.m. on Jan.
box.
13th - he weighed 7lbs. 2oz.
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Come out of your
shell & Join the
chancel choir
By Kathryn Griffin

The Lamplighter
UPCOMING YOUTH
EVENTS
January 16-30
Order Super Bowl Subs!
Subs available to order for Super
Bowl Sunday--see insert in bulletin
or call Mike Hatton at 301-9311942 for more information. Pick up
pre-ordered subs Sat. Feb. 5th from
4:00-6:00 p.m.! Subs only $6 and
proceeds go to support the youth
mission trip fund.

We meet on Thursday nights at
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We
sing at the 11:15 a.m. service. You
do not have to read music, but carrying a tune is helpful!!!
If you would like to try us out,
come during Lent and sing with us
through Easter. Lent begins on
March 9th-Ash Wednesday. Easter is
April 24th. This would involve 7
Sundays, 7 Thursdays, and one Saturday rehearsal on March 16.
( We have treats during Lent, so
don’t give up sugar.)

February 12
Babysitting will be available at Emmanuel UMC during Valentine’s
Dinner from 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Donations requested to benefit the
Youth Mission Fund.
February 13
Youth Council Meeting 12:30 p.m.
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Cookbook Update
By Bobbie Deegan

THANK YOU, Darlene Baldwin
and Maxine Norris! You are the first
persons to give me some recipes. Darlene warned me that her experience was that folks were reluctant
to contribute recipes because they think
theirs are “nothing special.” That is
just the kind of recipe we need - those
that are practical, time-tested, and
‘nothing special!’ They don’t have to
be made from “scratch,” and they don’t
have to be extravagant. Think of the
cookbook as “one-stop shopping” for
all your best-loved and often-used recipes!

Meanwhile, I haven’t been idle. In
keeping with our theme of “175 years
of Methodist Cooking,” I’ve located
old recipes for ‘Mama’s Methodist
Fruit Salad,’ ‘Ellie’s Methodist Cake,’
‘Preacher John’s Methodist
Pie’ (apparently there’s a folk song that
goes with that one!), ’Methodist
February 20
Chicken,’ ‘UMW Bean Soup,’ and my
Youth Sunday Come to church to
favorite, ‘Methodist Punch for 50 Peohear about our experiences on The
ROCK retreat during January 21-23 ple.’
and look for an update in the March
No, I don’t know who Mama, Ellie
Lamplighter.
and Preacher John are. But obviously,
sharing good food has been a longFebruary 27
standing Methodist tradition! I will try
Youth Meeting 1:00-3:00 p.m.
out their recipes to see if we want to
include a couple of them in our cookbook as a connection with our [edible]
Methodist roots.
Take a few minutes to pull out some
of your favorite recipes for me. I will
copy them and return the original recipes to you. Thank you!!!

Page 6

The Lamplighter

February 2011

Sunday School
By Todd Reitzel, Superintendent
“And I brought you into a plentiful land to enjoy its fruits and its
good things. But when you came in,
you defiled my land and made my
heritage an abomination.” –
Jeremiah 2:7
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” is a
time-honored motto that conveys
environmental stewardship and wise
use of resources, which Scripture
tells us is important. As 2011 begins,
I want you to know that EUMC’s
Education ministry takes that stewardship seriously. Soon you will see
recycling bins beside every trash can
in the Education Building. We also
have a plan this year to replace in
every second-floor classroom window blinds with half-width window
blinds can be lowered completely
beside the air conditioning units in
windows, thus making our rooms
more energy efficient.
We have also begun some curriculum practices to save paper. We
now have two Sunday Study classes
that use an Internet curriculum that
can be printed out on demand, rather
than buy premanufactured textbooks
with built-in overhead costs. Students who have electronic reading
devices could potentially use digitalonly versions of these curricula,
avoiding the need for printouts.

long history of repurposing supplies,
too. A year ago, several of our teachers cleaned out the Sunday School
closet and organized supplies to better enable their reuse by us.

If you think we are doing a good
job Reducing, Reusing, and Recycling our tangible assets toward enviWe have also engaged in some
ronmental stewardship, don’t forget
more traditional practices to save
that we are also stewards of God’s
paper. Last autumn, one Sunday
Study class reused a curriculum book message. I Corinthians 4:1 says that
we are ministers of Christ and stewfrom Vacation Bible School, and
ards of the mysteries of God, mysterthen donated those reused books to
ies that should be told and explained,
one UMW Circle for its use. And
Pastor Daniel has donated to Sunday not kept secret. So the Reduce metaphor doesn’t quite work for God’s
Study some curriculum books that
message: Rather than be frugal with
his Bible study group has used. In
our knowledge of the Word, we
fact, the Education ministry has a

should magnify it and spread it.
In my time teaching Sunday study
classes, I have routinely learned a lot
about God’s Word from students, including young people, despite being
the teacher. Other teachers in our program have reported similar experiences. If you are not reading and
studying Scripture routinely, our Education program can give you the jump
start you need to benefit from routine
study. If you are reading and studying
Scripture routinely, consider how you
might contribute to EUMC’s Education fellowship by participating in a
study class. Others might benefit from
your insight and you might benefit
from theirs, too.
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Sun
Sun

Mon
Mon

Tue
Tue

Wed
Wed

Thu

1

2

3

7:00 p.m. ESOL

6:00 p.m.
Maranatha
Choir

7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

Fri
Fri

Sat
Sat

4

5

11

12

7:00 p.m.
Church Council
6
9:00 & 11:15 a.m.
Worship

7

10:15 a.m. Sunday
School
12:30 p.m. UMW
Executive Meeting

8

9

10

10:00 a.m.
Prayer
Fellowship

6:00 p.m.
Maranatha
Choir

7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

7:00 p.m. ESOL

7:00 p.m.
Worship
Committee
16
17
10:00 a.m.
Susanna Wesley 7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir
12:00 noon
Dorcas Circle
6:00 p.m.
Maranatha
Choir
7:00 p.m. Sisters
In Spirit

18

19

11:00 a.m.
Community
Place Café

1:00 p.m.
UMW
General Meeting

23
6:00 p.m.
Maranatha
Choir

25

26

Homeless Ministry
13

14

15

9:00 & 11:15 a.m.
Worship

12:30 p.m.
Beltsville
Women’s Club

7:00 p.m. ESOL

10:15 a.m. Sunday
School
2nd Sunday Lunch

7:00 p.m.
Depression/
Bipolar
Support Group
7:30 p.m. Trustees

20

21

22

9:00 & 11:15 a.m.
Worship

12:00 noon
Ellen Hoover
Circle

10:00 a.m.
Prayer
Fellowship

10:15 a.m. Sunday
School

7:00 p.m. ESOL

27

28

9:00 & 11:15 a.m.
Worship

7:00 p.m.
Depression/
Bipolar
Support Group

10:15 a.m. Sunday
School

8:30 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
6:00 p.m.
Valentine
Dinner

24
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

Emmanuel United Methodist Church
11416 Cedar Lane
Beltsville, MD 20705
301-937-7114
Web: www.emmanuelumcbeltsville.net\
Address Service Requested
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