
Emmanuel United Methodist Church 
11416 Cedar Lane 
Beltsville, MD 20705 
301-937-7114 
 www.eumcbeltsville.com 



The Newsletter of Emmanuel United Methodist Church! 

 

OCTOBER 2020 

 

 Take Care 
 

The pandemics have opened our eyes to many 
things. One revelation came in the form of two 

words “Take Care”. We use those words often. We tell 
others to “take care” when they are doing something. We say 
“Take Care” as a salutation at the end of a call or meeting. We 
ask, “Are you “taking care” of yourself?” As you can see from 
the statements, most of the time it is in relation to someone else. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October is Health Literacy Month. We have no idea what the 
long-term effects of COVID-19, our confinement and anxiety 
regarding getting it, has done to our health. I sometimes hear 
Christians say that “God will take care of me”, that is true. And 
God gave us wisdom to not ignore the warning signs that our 
health is in jeopardy. Remember the pastors who refused to close 
their churches telling the members that believers will not get sick, 
only to hear that the pastor and some members died? The thought 
that sickness and disease are a result of sin was a common 
thought in the Bible, and unfortunately today. We do not have a 
cure for COVID-19, so we must “Take Care” of ourselves in the 
meantime. Get physicals, evaluate our eating habits, eliminate 
unhealthy habits, and pay attention to our mental health. Get help 
when needed. Be an example of healthy living to the people in 
our lives. Nelson Mandela said, “As we let our light shine, we 
unconsciously give others permission to do the same.” We do  
not know when the pandemics will end. Stand strong. Walk in 
faith. The Lord is our light, our salvation, and our stronghold.  
What do we have to fear? (Psalm 27:1) Take care! 
 
Pastor Jalene 
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Remembering Bishop John K. Yambasu 
 

As in baptism John K. Yambasu put on Christ, so in  
Christ may John K. Yambasu be clothed with glory. 

 On August 16, 2020, Bishop John K. Yambasu of the Sierra Leone Area 
of The United Methodist Church, was killed in a motor vehicle accident. 
Bishop Yambasu’s tireless dedication to Jesus Christ and the Church inspired 
many. As a global leader of The United Methodist Church and a national leader 
in Sierra Leone, he provided vision in times of crisis, brought people together 
through dialogue, and responded to the needs of the most vulnerable. 
 "Our hearts are broken, and we're devastated by the sudden departure of 
Bishop Yambasu. This is a great blow to the people called United Methodists! It 
is our hope and prayer that God will comfort the family in particular and The 
United Methodist family at large. May his soul rest in perfect peace." 
~United Methodist Bishop Samuel Quire 
Liberia Episcopal Area, The United Methodist Church 

Bishop John K. Yambasu 

What is Laity Sunday? 

 It’s October, which means that it is time to celebrate Laity Sunday. Laity Sunday 
is on October 18 this year. So, what exactly is Laity Sunday? 
According to UMC.org, Laity Sunday is “a special Sunday established by the General 
Conference to be observed on the third Sunday in October. Laity Sunday focuses on the 
celebration of the ministry of all lay Christians. In many local churches, Laity  
Sunday is observed by having laypersons lead all parts of the worship service.  
 The General Board of Discipleship has the responsibility to provide the general  
supervision and resources for Laity Sunday.”  

 Laity Sunday is a time when lay persons and clergy come together to proclaim, grow in, and exemplify the 
good news of saving love in Christ. As we welcome and offer the good news of Jesus to all. We commit to nurture in 
love and respond to a world that needs God’s healing grace. 

Pastor’s Weekly Check-In! 

 Did you know that every week there is a time to check in 
with the Pastor and other members of Emmanuel? Every Thursday 
at 7 pm, the Pastor and members of Emmanuel get together over 
Zoom to have a time of prayer and fellowship. It’s a great time to 
have a conversation with friends from the church and the Pastor, 
share what’s going on in your life, and have a good time. The 
check-in information is below. Join us any Thursday, you’ll be 
glad you did!  

 
Pastor Jalene’s Weekly Meeting online:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95471285510?pwd=aUltbXBUSHg4WGVTQ0V5VitsdkVWZz09  
Meeting ID: 954 7128 5510   Passcode: 118463 (Same Meeting Number and passcode Every Week) 

Dial in number: +1 301 715 8592 US (Same Phone Number Every Week) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95471285510?pwd=aUltbXBUSHg4WGVTQ0V5VitsdkVWZz09
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Mental Health 
Awareness Week is 

October 4-10 
Covid19 pandemic is pushing America into 
a mental health crisis that the U.S. is not 
prepared for. Depression and Bipolar  
Disorder symptoms are intensified with all 
the added stressors. Isolation is a big factor. 
There are four elements for treatment:  
therapy, medication, peer support and a  
personal wellness plan. 
REACH OUT to someone struggling. It 
WILL have a positive impact. Wellness 
may not happen overnight but it is possible.  
If you know someone dealing with  
depression or bipolar disorder,   
DBSANCA.ORG is our local chapter for 
resources. 
Judy Diedrich and Linda Hiner 
Facilitators - DBSANCA 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month 

 Pastor Appreciation Month was established in 1992 with the mission of uplifting 
and encouraging pastors, missionaries and religious workers. And, in 2020, they could 
probably use a little more encouragement than normal. This year, more than ever, it is im-
portant that we show our Pastors how much we appreciate them.  
 We must encourage and show our appreciation for our Pastors. At Summit Confer-
ence 2019 in Dallas, TX, Carey Nieuwhof polled a live audience of more than 1,300 
church leaders. He asked, “Over the past year, how many times have you experienced 
burnout symptoms?” 
 A shocking 46% said they’ve experienced burnout once or twice in the past year. 
Another 38% said regularly (3-6 times) in the past year, and 9% said constantly. That’s 

92% of church leaders who have experienced burnout in the past year. And this was last year, before any of us had 
heard of COVID-19. What would the survey results look like now, if we asked 1,300 church leaders the same question 
today? I can’t say for sure, but I’m guessing it would be closer to 100%. 
 Pastors and church leaders went into ministry because of purpose and calling. They want to help people. They 
want to share the good news, make heaven more crowded, and make the world a better place. But today, the stresses 
and expectations of the role  mean pastors have far less time to pray and care for the spiritual needs of their congrega-
tion. Additionally, as a result of our politically charged and divided culture, pastors often feel pressured to speak about 
current events and issues dominating the news cycle. 
 Our Pastors have gone above and beyond during this pandemic to try and keep us 
sane during this time. They scrambled and put in place a virtual worship environment, 
worked behind the scenes with church leaders to find multiple ways to reach out to our 
members and continue to pray for us all daily. They have done all this even when they were 
facing scares in their own family. This year, more than ever before, we appreciate all of the 
hard work and sacrifice our Pastors do for us. Take some time this month to reach out, send 
a card, send a small gift or give them a call and let them know that you appreciate all that 
they do for Emmanuel!  

Troop 1033 Update 
By Jenny Kresge 

 
Troop 1033 is still going 
strong! Over the summer the 
troop continued to meet online 
on most Thursday evenings. 
They also got together in-
person for a few activities that 

could be held outdoors with everyone able to 
remain socially distanced, including bike 
rides, Frisbee golf and a Saturday kayaking 
trip. In September, a few scouts attended an 
Orienteering competition held in Broad 
Creek, MD. This is a fun annual event, but 
this year it was smaller than usual, and in-
cluded many precautions in place to try to  
ensure the safety of the participants. 
The troop continues to meet online Thursday 
evenings at 7pm. Any boys age 11-17 who 
are interested in scouting are welcome to 
come check it out!  As always, the troop  
appreciates Emmanuel's continued support! 
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Free and Fair Elections for All 
The Wesleyan tradition has a long tradition of fighting for voting rights. 

Dr. Jessica M. Smith  June 10, 2020  
 

“We hold governments responsible for the protection of the rights of the people to free and fair  
elections…The form and the leaders of all governments should be determined by exercise of the right to 
vote guaranteed to all adult citizens.” (2016 Book of Discipline, Paragraph 164.A “Basic Freedoms 
and Human Rights.”) 
 

 
 Voting in free and fair elections is a hallmark of good governance; yet, in these days we see continued efforts 
to stifle voting rights whether it be for those who are released from prison, those who are fearful for their health and 
safety due to the coronavirus, or from governments that are preventing free and fair elections to occur. 
 
THE WESLEYAN LEGACY FOR VOTING RIGHTS 
 The Wesleyan tradition has a long tradition of fighting for voting rights. The Rev. Anna Howard Shaw, Mary 
McLeod Bethune, Rev. James Lawson, Rev. Joseph Lowery and many more Wesleyan men and women fought in 
their time for the right to vote. 
 
THE GLOBAL EFFORT FOR FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS 
 In more recent decades, United Methodists have been concerned globally for free and fair elections. In 1994, 
Church and Society staff observed the elections in El Salvador alongside U.N. officials. More recently, in 2019, 
Church and Society supported training for free and fair elections in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Church and 
Society board member Bishop Daniel Lunge remarks: 
 

“Through the financial support we received from GBGM and Church and Society (GBCS), the  
presidential and legislative elections of December 30, 2019 were well attended by experienced  
observers, trained by our United Methodist Church, jointly with the Protestant platform of the DRC.” 

 
VOTING RIGHTS IN THE U.S. 
 In the United States, United Methodists are prioritizing efforts to restore 
voting rights for those formerly incarcerated. Since incarceration rates  
disproportionately impact communities of color, restrictions on voting risk  
disenfranchising many black and brown voters in the U.S. (See “Stop  
Criminalizing Communities of Color in the United States,” Book of  
Resolutions #3379). 
 In Florida, the fight for voting rights for former felons is not over and is 
currently mired in litigation. After months of advocacy work, in partnership 
with the 11th Episcopal District of The African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Florida Impact to End Hunger, and Faith in Florida, Floridians witnessed the 
passage of Amendment 4 by almost two-thirds of Florida’s voters in fall 2018. 
 Unfortunately, shortly thereafter, the Florida legislature led by Gover-
nor Ron DeSantis, sought to undermine the effectiveness of the passage, by  
requiring former felons to have paid their court-ordered fees, fines, and full  
restitution before they could vote. His opinion was upheld by the Florida  
Supreme Court. Opponents argued that this requirement was tantamount to a 
poll tax and that would effectively render former felons to face lifetime  
disenfranchisement. 
 Following continued appeals in the last week of May 2020, the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld an earlier 
ruling that a person’s right to vote cannot be contingent on their ability to pay. 
 Rev. Dr. Sharon Austin of the Florida Annual Conference, Church and Society board member, and lifelong 
advocate for civil rights, emphasizes that voting is part of the work of justice: “when voting is not corrupted or  
contaminated, it represents equity - that is, one person, one vote.” 

Continued on Page 6 

Church and Society staff observe 
1994 El Salvador elections  



 
 
 
 
 

This month’s member is Ted Ladd 
 

How long have you been a member of Emmanuel? 
Ann and I have been members of Emmanuel since early in 1973.  
 
Who was the Pastor when you began attending Emmanuel? 
The Pastor at that time was Rev. Carroll “Pete” Warner. 
 
What is your fondest memory of being a member? 
I have a few fond memories. The Pastor was Rev. Dick Karpal when I served as a trustee in 
the early 1990’s. He called one day to say there were chirping sounds coming from the attic 

of the parsonage on Cedar Lane. Come to find out, there were bats in the attic, and Dick started looking for an exter-
minator who would need a “bat license,” since bats are a protected species. Dick was able to find an exterminator with 
such a license, and a “bat trap” was installed at the point where the bats were getting in and out of the attic. The trap 
looked like a stovepipe, and had a very slick interior. The bats could get out, but not back in. They would find a new 
home. 
 
My daughter Cyndi and son Greg both attended pre-school at Emmanuel in the 1960’s. 
Years later. while a trustee, the church was informed by the EPA that the area the pre-
school used in the education building had to be inspected for asbestos in accordance with 
the “Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act” of 1986. I became certified as an asbestos 
inspector (no lie), performed the inspection, and found only one area where asbestos had to 
be removed. It was on the stairway ceilings of both floors in the education building. The 
church council approved a contract with a local firm and the asbestos was removed. 
 
What are some of the ministries you have been involved in over the years? 
I served as Chair of the Church Council for three years in the mid-1990’s, and have served 
in the same capacity since January, 2016. Also served, years ago, on the Pastor Parish Relations committee. 
 
My longest service was as Scoutmaster of Troop 1033, extending from 1974 to 1985. Paul Kepple was Assistant 
Scoutmaster, and was terrific. I was involved in weekly meetings. occasional weekend Camporees, an annual week of 
summer camp and received lots of psychic income. Recently I received an e-mail from a former Scout commenting on 
how he saw his experience in the Troop as “leadership training” that was useful in his adult 
life.  
 
Then, on September 6th, I received a phone call from former Scout, Bron Jezierski, now re-
siding in Quebec. Bron was awarded Eagle Scout rank in 1975. That makes him 60 plus 
years of age today. He thanked me for what he learned as a member of the Troop, saying he 
remembered one thing in particular he learned from me that he used in his professional life, 
“Praise in public, criticize in private.” That was a “payday” for me. 
 
What is your favorite thing about Emmanuel? 
My favorite thing about Emmanuel is its familiarity. It’s a home away from home. I remem-
ber all the good people of Emmanuel I have enjoyed being with over these many years. 
 
What is your favorite scripture or Bible verse? 
My favorite scripture is the 23rd Psalm. 

Anything else you would like to say? 
Ann and I wish you good health and happiness. 
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Ted working one of the 
many community 

activities as a member 
of the Beltsville Lions 

Club 

Ted and his wife Ann 



Free and Fair Elections from page 4 
 
 Each adult citizen is given the same power – one vote – to decide their government representation. Former  
felons are U.S. citizens and should not be denied the right to vote, she says. 
 Certainly, Austin notes that there are people who cannot vote either because of their immigration status or they 
are too young. Yet, this makes voting and access to voting for all adult citizens all the more imperative: “Our votes 
elect officials who make policies, which affect the quality of life for us as well as our neighbors who cannot vote.” 
 
COVID-19 AND VOTING 
 Clearly, the fight for voting rights is far from over. With the need for social distancing, and with many elderly 
and immune compromised citizens especially vulnerable to exposure to the coronavirus, election processes must be 
coordinated with these health concerns in mind. 
 We must ensure that polling place adjustments do not disenfranchise vulnerable populations, protect the health 
and safety of poll workers; expand registration options, early voting, and no-excuse vote-by-mail for every voter; and 
maintain and expand opportunities to vote in person. 
 Access to mail-in ballots options in all states can help ensure that all people can vote. The dignity and rights of 
all people demand that we respect each person’s ability to voice their conscience by casting their ballot - in peace and 
safety. 
 
STEPS FOR ACTION: 
 Call your Senators: Tell them that $4 billion in federal funding is needed in the next COVID response package 
to support safe and fair elections in the pandemic. Make sure that funding prioritizes pro-voter, pro-safety solutions 
that equally protect voting rights and public health. 
 
*article originally printed on UMC.org 
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Did you know Emmanuel has a  
YouTube Channel? 

 Connecting with one another is one of the most important 
things we can due during this pandemic. One of the ways is through 
our YouTube Channel. Members can view any videos that  
Emmanuel produces. Whether it be the latest sermons, sermons 
from another time, videos created for special Sundays, or any other 
videos you may have seen at church they are there. Each Sunday the 
sermon is uploaded to our channel for all to see. The video is  
usually uploaded by late afternoon or early evening. If you would 
like to get a notice when there is a new video, you can subscribe to 
the channel and YouTube will send you an email when a new video 
is available. The link to our channel is www.youtube.com/channel/
UCLR9DT3V8HiEAg859sc3tOQ So, go to our channel and subscribe today, you’ll be glad you did! 

Emmanuel’s YouTube Channel 

O LORD, Help us to notice each other,  
Help us to really see,  
That everyone is so much alike,  
Everyone is so much like me. 
 
Our differences are easy to notice,  
Our color, our hair, our ethnicities;  
It is too easy to see these differences  
And to miss our similarities.  
 
Help us to notice and see each other,  
To treat each one as a sister and brother;  
Help us to see the family resemblance  
And to notice God's Spirit in each other. Amen 

Here is a prayer submitted by Ernie Kilbourne. It is 
from the book Prairie Wisdom by Bishop Michael 
Coyner. Bishop Coyner was bishop of the Dakota 

Conference beginning in 1996. Thank you to Ernie 
for this submission. 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLR9DT3V8HiEAg859sc3tOQ
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLR9DT3V8HiEAg859sc3tOQ
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Church leads storm recovery in Iowa 
Story by Joey Butler, photos by Mike DuBose 
Sept. 3, 2020 | MARION, Iowa (UM News) 

 

 For an hour, John W. Weaver’s stepson held fast to the door in their mo-
bile home to keep it from flying open. 
When the storm was over, “we walked out and everywhere you looked was trees 
and more trees,” he said. 
 Cedar Rapids and surrounding areas suffered major damage from an 
Aug. 10 derecho — a weather pattern often described as an “inland hurricane.” 
Wind gusts over 140 mph left a 700-mile path of destruction across six Mid-
western states. 
 By that evening, individuals were out with chainsaws clearing trees and 
the Iowa United Methodist Conference disaster relief coordinators were fielding 
calls from churches wanting to help. 
 The Rev. Jason Collier, pastor of Ainsworth Community Church and 
United Church of Crawfordsville, said a team from his churches spent two days 
at a single home. 
 “We had four guys, nine chainsaws and a skid steer — there’s just that 
much work,” he said. “But we’re only an hour from here and with this much 

devastation, you can’t not help.” 
A crew from Marion First United Methodist Church helped strip the 

shingles from Weaver’s damaged roof and put up a tarp to keep rain from 
getting in. Weaver was happy to find out who was coming to help. 

“I was raised Methodist by my mom, and you could say I still kinda 
lean Methodist,” he said. 

The Iowa Conference received a $10,000 solidarity grant from the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, which helps with immediate materi-
al needs. The conference is eligible for another grant after more detailed 
plans are outlined. 

The Rev. Nick Grove, pastor of Sharon United Methodist Church in 
Cedar Rapids, has been juggling time between helping neighborhood clean-
up crews and tending to his own church and home. 

Grove and his wife, Chelsey, were at home when the storm came and 
had to run to the basement. There was no power at the parsonage for a week 
and, in addition to losing several trees, the church roof suffered damage. 

“Not a single house in this neighborhood escaped,” he said. 
Due to the coronavirus, the congregation had been holding worship 

in the parking lot since July 1 and the derecho didn’t stop them from meeting, thanks to a generator. 
Thousands of homes lost power across the city and generators were hard to come by, but an unexpected donation pro-
vided a unique opportunity for Matthew 25 Ministry Hub, a nonprofit mission partner of St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church in Cedar Rapids. 

Matthew 25 runs a variety of ministries, including food and housing programs, but didn’t plan to be a generator 
distributor. That changed when door-to-door neighborhood wellness checks revealed a great need at about the time 
someone donated 30 generators. Cash donations helped the organization purchase almost 40 more to create a lending 
program that has helped more than 100 households. 

The ministry got a huge boost from national TV personality Mike Rowe, who had encountered Matthew 25 
while in Cedar Rapids a year after its 2008 flood. 

“Mike gave us a shout-out on Facebook and we received hundreds of donations in the first hour. That one men-
tion generated about $100,000,” said the Rev. Clint Twedt-Ball, executive director. 

Matthew 25’s mission partner, St. Paul’s, was one of five city-designated distribution centers, open every day 
for three weeks following the storm. In addition to food and basic necessities like diapers or personal hygiene items, the 
center had crisis counselors on site daily and often had booths providing school supplies. Other days, a Department of 
Human Services representative was available to help with replacement food assistance cards. 

Continued on page 9 

The Rev. Catie Newman prays with John 
W. Weaver in front of a neighbor’s wind-
damaged home while a United Methodist 
volunteer team makes emergency repairs 
to his roof in Marion, Iowa. Weaver’s 
mobile home was severely damaged 
during a derecho windstorm Aug. 10. 
Newman is the disaster response 
coordinator for the Iowa Conference.  

An apartment building stands with its 
roof open to the sky and top floor walls 

ripped away following an Aug. 10 
derecho in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  

https://www.hub25.org/
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Churches continue efforts to "Re-Enter Well' 
 

 Gov. Larry Hogan announced that Maryland will move to Phase 3 of its coronavirus recovery on Friday, 
 September 5. Movie theaters can open, concerts can now be held, and religious gatherings will be permitted to move 
from 50 percent to 75 percent capacity. The move is being met cautiously by some counties, which are choosing to 
remain in a modified Phase 2. The District of Columbia remains in Phase 2, and West Virginia is in Phase 3.  
 Within the Baltimore-Washington Conference, church leaders are keeping an eye on the decrease in the rate of 
the virus' deadly spread, while continuing to take precautions to preserve life.  
 Churches that are weighing how they will respond as government restrictions continue to be lifted are  
reminded of the extensive set of Re-Entering Well Guidelines on the BWC website at bwcumc.org/re-entry.  
 On the Re-Entering page is an FAQ with questions and answers people have about recovery. Recently, we 
have provided advice and examples of waivers for possible use for groups, both internal and external, to the church. If 
you have questions about anything not covered in the guidelines, tip sheets, or FAQs, please submit them at 
www.bwcumc.org/contact-us.  
 The mandate continues for each church to assess its response in the context of their congregation and commu-
nity members' needs. Some BWC churches are beginning to re-enter their buildings for worship. Others are meeting 
outside, and still, others have found success in worshipping online and will continue with that arrangement until all 
people can worship together without concern.  
 We asked church leaders in June, "When does your church plan to return to in-person worship?" The answers 
varied widely from district to district (Emmanuel is part of the Washington East [WE] district): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Bishop LaTrelle Easterling is grateful for the more than 600 churches in the BWC who have each demonstrat-
ed remarkable flexibility, ingenuity, nimbleness, and faithfulness during this global pandemic. BWC churches have 
acted responsibly, with maturity, and an innovative spirit.  
            While we transition into a new stage of the coronavirus' presence among us, we pray that wisdom and sound 
practices will continue to prevail, knowing that God is with us -- in our suffering, our joy, our challenges, our  
uncertainty, and our willingness to continue to connect as one as the people of God -- in mission, in ministry, in love. 

The Pastor is available for  
appointments on Tuesdays and  

Thursdays. Email  
office@eumcbeltsville.com  

or call 301.937.7114 to  
make arrangements. 

Attention Members of Emmanuel, 
If you are in need of food and were 
not able to make it during our  
normal distribution times you can 
contact Mary Ann Vaughan at 
mvaughan@ipcmclean.org to set up 
a time to pick some up.  

         Sincerely, The Food Ministry 



October 2020                                            Page 9 
Engaging the Community!                                       www.eumcbeltsville.com 

Storm from Page 7 
 
“The church is a great partner for us,” said Sylvia Brueckert, a Cedar Rapids city planner. “They help us find 

volunteers and put out the message on our donation needs.” 
More than 150 communities in the Iowa Conference were impacted by the derecho and 18 churches were dam-

aged — the worst being Christ Community Church in Marion. 
Most of the sanctuary’s roof collapsed and water damage resulted in having to tear out the space and rebuild. 
“We were part of helping to start this church, so I remember standing on this cement when it was brand new,” 

said the Rev. Becky High, pastor. “That makes it more of a privilege to be part 
of the rebuild.” 

Iowa Area Bishop Laurie Haller, surveying the damage, noted that one 
thing remained standing on the altar: the cross.  

“I’m astonished at the devastation, but that’s what touches my heart 
the most,” she said. “The cross is there and that’s what sustains us.” 

High said the congregation had been hoping to return to in-person wor-
ship soon, having been exclusively online since the coronavirus pandemic be-
gan. It may be possible to meet in the fellowship hall, which was not damaged 
and could accommodate a limited capacity service. If not, they’ll meet out-
doors, but she feels the need to be together at this time. 

“We miss our church community, we miss and need one another,” she 
said. “We aren’t the building; we are the body of Christ.” 

After months of isolation due to coronavirus lockdowns, some pastors 
thought people interacting during the cleanup was helpful. 

“The destruction has been horrific but, oddly enough, for people to be out in yards cleaning up and seeing each 
other is exactly what they needed,” said Twedt-Ball. 

The Rev. Scott Meador, lead pastor of Lovely Lane United Methodist Church in Cedar Rapids, found an op-
portunity for “old-school ministry.” 

"The first couple days after the storm, when cell service was down, I went back to doing home visits,” he said. 
“Not even making appointments, just showing up and talking to people while they were in their yard.” 

Haller cautioned clergy not to ignore their own self-care while tending to others’ needs. 
 “Each one of us has responsibility for the spiritual care of others, 
and yet we can’t do much for others unless we’re really whole our-
selves,” she said. 
 The Rev. Catie Newman, conference disaster response coordina-
tor, said respite Sundays are available. Conference staff and district su-
perintendents have offered to substitute preach for any pastor without 
costing them a vacation day. 
 “We’re also fielding requests from our brothers and sisters 
throughout the conference who said they’re not equipped to do things 
like tarp a roof, but could sit in a tent in the church parking lot with a 
bucket of cold water, just listening to people and being a caring pres-
ence,” she said. 
 When the storm hit, the Rev. Jon Moss knew that being a caring 
presence was the best thing he could do. 
“I made probably 35 phone calls and couldn’t get through to anyone so I 

left home after the storm stopped, with only one lane of one road open,” he said. 
Moss is pastor of Prairie Chapel and Alburnett United Methodist churches, and many of his congregants live 

in very rural areas. He eventually found himself way out on gravel roads in total darkness. 
One of his stops was at the farm of Wayne Blackford, Prairie Chapel’s lay leader. Blackford’s 1,700-acre corn 

crop was flattened by the strong winds, leaving it vulnerable to rotting on the ground before it can be harvested. In 
addition, he lost 14 silos and several barns — one of which collapsed and killed 14 cattle. 

 
Continued on Page 10 

 

A cleanup crew works in the narthex of 
Christ Community Church in Marion, 
Iowa. The United Methodist church had 
part of its roof torn away in an Aug. 10 

Wyatt Blackford surveys damage caused by a 
derecho to the maintenance shop at his family’s 
farm near Marion, Iowa.  
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Thank you to Doug Weston! 
 During the time of COVID, one of the members of Emmanuel has been working hard 
to update our church and bring us into the 21st century. Since March, Doug has tirelessly 
worked on several projects to make Emmanuel a more modern and safer building. He  
began by upgrading our internet signal in the sanctuary, the office, the fellowship hall, and 
the entire education building. This is a major improvement for Emmanuel. He also installed 
new computers for our secretaries and Pastor as well as upgrading and installing a new phone 
system. Our old phone system was on the verge of no longer working at all, so this was a  
necessity for the church and our office workers. If that weren’t enough, Doug has also spent 
time installing new security cameras 
that will help protect our buildings when 
there is no one on-site. We wouldn’t 
have been able to do all of this without 
Doug’s expertise and kindness with the 
donation of his many hours working on 
our systems. And don’t worry, if you are 
wondering about where Emmanuel got 
the money to pay for these improve-
ments, they were covered by a grant that 

was awarded to the church several years ago for just this pur-
pose. When we return to in-person events at Emmanuel, please 
take some time to thank Doug for all his hard work!  

Storm continued from page 9 
 
Blackford had loaded the cattle to take to market before the storm hit but held off until he saw how severe the 

storm was going to be. 
“We were in the house and the siding came off, and I said, ‘Maybe we should go to the basement.’ It didn’t have 

that train sound, but it was really purrin’ when it went over.” 
Blackford said he hopes to salvage half his crop, but may lose it all because there’s nowhere to store it now. 
“These are times you can feel inadequate because they need somebody to grab a chainsaw,” said Moss. “My role is 

to come alongside them and listen, remind them that God is still a refuge and strength here. One gentleman said, ‘You’re 
bringing church to me this week.’” 

Moss said it’s difficult to be hopeful looking at all the destruction, but he lifted up the one church member he was 
unable to reach in the immediate aftermath. 

“When I finally found her two days later, she’d been in another town helping clear debris. Now that’s the church!” 
As with most disasters, recovery efforts will take a long time and there’s always another storm that will draw atten-

tion and resources away from the current one. 
“Everyone’s quick to help for a week or two,” said the Rev. Andrew Happ, disaster relief coordinator for the East 

Central District. “We have to remind folks this isn’t a sprint, it’s a distance run and there’s still work to be done.” 
Nick Grove said the most pressing need now is for skilled workers. 
“We need roofers, structural damage experts, siding and exterior, bucket trucks. Basically, we need specialists en 

masse. I’ve heard of tree people being booked into next year.” 
There are also UMCOR-trained Early Response Teams from four other United Methodist conferences on the 

ground. 
“It’s a familial relationship: What one conference needs, another can step in to provide, and we coordinate,” said 

Lara Martin, UMCOR’s interim director of U.S. Disaster Response. “With good training and good people, we can go do 
God’s good work.” 

Martin said effective local training and preparation help UMCOR to resource numerous recoveries at once. 
“The preparation before every emergency determines how well the relief effort will go. We have great teams that 

know what they’re doing,” she said. 
Newman encouraged everyone to keep Iowa on their radar. 
On the day Hurricane Laura made landfall in Texas and Louisiana, she said, “There are many other things that will 

take over our attention, and the world’s attention, but we’re going to keep derecho survivors in our prayers and in our     
actions.” 

Doug Weston installs a 
Wireless Access Point 

in the Sanctuary. 

Emmanuel’s New Security System 
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Memory Verse number 10: Psalm 118:4-6 
4 Let those who honor the Lord say it: 
    “God’s faithful love lasts forever!” 

5 In tight circumstances, I cried out to the Lord. 
    The Lord answered me with wide-open spaces. 

6 The Lord is for me...I won’t be afraid. 
    What can anyone do to me? 

One of Emmanuel’s many traditions has been 
our annual Halloween Party and Trunk or 

Treat for children of the community. Take a 
trip down memory lane with these pictures. 
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News from the 236th session of Annual Conference  
 
In a session that was hailed as historic, more than 1,330 clergy and lay 
people participated in the 236th session of the Baltimore-Washington 
Conference, which was held on September 12. It was held online to  
ensure social distancing and wellbeing during this season of the  
coronavirus pandemic. Here is what happened at this session: 
 
Budget Passed: Conference members acknowledged the financial chal-
lenges COVID-19 is presenting to many local churches and approved 
a $17,700,253 budget for 2021 that reflects current stewardship reali-
ties. Members also heard a report from the Board of Pensions and voted 
to affirm the closing of seven churches.  
 
Ordination Celebration: Eight people were ordained Elders and eight 
were commissioned as Provisional Members at a service where Bishop 
LaTrelle Easterling preached on acts of love and the real transformation 
that takes place "when the head and heart grasp the central message of 
the cross. 

 
Ministry Spotlight:The twin pandemics of the coronavirus and racism in our nation opened doors to a variety of new 
mission and ministry. Read how the BWC and local churches are "Going out in Mission."  
 
Addressing Racism: As the BWC devotes itself to ministries of anti-racism, the conference's delegation to General 
and Jurisdictional Conference has committed to "give voice, witness and action to the insidious acts and existence of 
racism that continue to infect the society and the church, our nation and the world, and to give impetus to fresh vision 
and ways of re-imagining a church structure, governance and way of existing in which all of God's people are treated 
fairly and justly, and are fully valued."  

 

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling bangs the gavel 
as she calls the 2020 Baltimore-
Washington Annual Conference into 
session. The one-day event was held 
entirely online.  



October 2020                                Page 13 

Engaging the Community!                                       www.eumcbeltsville.com 

Share your talents at Emmanuel by Sharing the Word as a 
Scripture Reader during our Sunday Zoom Service! Help 
for a single Sunday or choose several. You choose how 
many Sundays you are able to help. To volunteer to serve as 
a Scripture Reader during our Zoom Sunday Service, just 
email the office at office@eumcbeltsville.com and they will 
let you know which weeks are available!  
 
No experience needed!  
We will train you on  

 
 

Christian love and sympathy to:  
~ Margie Mock on the death of her cousin Donna 
~ Chris Ademiluyi on the death of her nephew 
~ John Claye on the death of his Uncle George 
~ Pastor Lenora on the death of her uncle, Russell Williams 
~ Willie Taylor on the death of his cousin, Leslie Nelson Williams  
~ The Family of Daniel Prude 
~ The Family of Chadwick Boseman 
~ The Family of Jessica Brause, co-worker of Rick Bergmann, on her death 
~ The Family of Tolu Idowu (friend of Kemi Oluwafemi) on her death 
~ The Family of Hung Nguyen (classmate of Pastor Lenora) on his death  

  1. Rose Johnson, Abraham Scotland 
  2. John Cavallo     
  4. Erica Belshay 
  5. Cale Fuller 
  8. Kathy Rodeffer 
  9. Elizabeth Galloway 
11. Shirley Nelson 
13. Lauren Fadely, Alexandra Butcher,  
      Michael Hatton 
15. Magdalena Elliott, Elizabeth Elliott 
16. Jonayn Hicks 
17. Glendy Hernandrez 
18. Madison Cruz 
19. Kathy Mellott, Tammy White 
22. Mary Plantholt 
24. Patricia Embrey, Ruth Vaye 
25. Mabel Claye 
26. Pauli Colburn 
27. Joyce Yarwood 
31. Ronald Midkiff  

 
 

4. Sallie Rhodes and Norman Beaver 
7. Mary Jane and Dan Kenyon 

UPDATE: Start your week off with Virtual  
Worship at Emmanuel! 

Join us on Sunday mornings in  
virtual worship through Zoom. 

Join us for 30 minutes of  
fellowship from 9:30-10:00 am  

followed by worship at 10:00 am. 
Use this link:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85125785976?
pwd=bExodVh2SE5XckxGVjB3N3A0ZFd2UT09   

or go to zoom.us and click join a meeting.  

The meeting number is 851 2578 5976.  
The Password is 850888 

 
Don’t have a computer to use? You can call in on 

any telephone (cell or landline) at 1.301.715.8592!  

How Can I Give?  
Online: You can now give online through Emmanuel’s 
website at www.eumcbeltsville.com/giving or scan the 
QR Code below. This is a great way to keep up with 
your giving if  you are out of town, are sick or if you 
can’t come to church. If you have any questions, contact 
the church office at 301.937.7114 or  
office@eumcbeltsville.com 
 
Through the Mail: You can mail your 
offering to the church. The address is 
11416 Cedar Lane, Beltsville, MD 20705. 

Please pray for our sick and shut in 
Homebound: Evelyn Adkins, Harry Cottman,  

Norma Hall, Carolyn Scarcia 
Out of state: Lil Mizzer 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85125785976?pwd=bExodVh2SE5XckxGVjB3N3A0ZFd2UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85125785976?pwd=bExodVh2SE5XckxGVjB3N3A0ZFd2UT09
http://www.eumcbeltsville.com/giving

