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“Those who do not feel pain sel-

dom think that it is felt.” 
- Samuel Johnson From The Ram-

bler 
 

     One of the most important ten-

ants of our Christian faith is the un-

derstanding of the incarnation. The 

incarnation means that God in Jesus 

became one of us to show us with 

his words and actions what the love 

of God truly looks like. In the incar-

nation we can see God’s ultimate 

sign of love--by becoming one of us, 

and God’s ultimate sacrificial love 

for us--the cross. In other 

words,  “The Word became flesh 

and made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory, the glory of 

the one and only Son, who came 

from the Father, full of grace and 

truth.” (John 1:14)  It is this mys-

tery that we celebrate each year as 

we celebrate Christmas - the mys-

tery, the joy, the incredible and awe-

some good news of God becoming 

flesh, of God becoming human, of 

Emmanuel - God with us.  
 

     One of the major heresies in the 

early Christian church was gnosti-

cism. Gnostics believed that Jesus 

was divine, was God, but was sort of 

like a piece of the divine zipped up 

in a human suit. That is, Jesus was 

not really human like we are. Some 

even go so far as to say that the di-

vine spirit, the Christ, had left the 

body of Jesus before the cross, and 

therefore, never felt the pain of the 

crucifixion. But at the center of the 

incarnation is the fact that Jesus 

feels our pain, Jesus understands 

our sorrows, Jesus can help us in 

our struggles because he became 

one of us.  God’s approach to our 

predicaments and struggles is not a 

top down approach where “I’m 

God, the CEO of the planet, re-

moved from your reality, high 

above in heaven seeing your suffer-

ing.” God’s approach is one where 

God comes down to our level to be 

genuinely for us, with us, and in us.  
 

     This Advent season, as we re-

member the One who came to be 

with us, to feel our pain, to show us 

compassion, and to love us into our 

true selves, let us allow the incarna-

tion to take root in our lives. Let us 

allow Christ to be born again in our 

hearts. And let us each become the 

body of Christ to others. The sea-

son of Advent invites us to receive 

the reality of the incarnation and to 

live in the reality of the incarnation.  
 

     So how do we really receive and 

live in the reality of the incarna-

tion? If the incarnation is about 

God coming to be with us, then I 

invite you and challenge you dur-

ing this time to be with those who 

are in special need of God’s pres-

ence this season. Maybe that’s tak-

ing time to visit some elderly folks 

who are lonely. Maybe that’s help-

ing serve food at a soup kitchen. 

Maybe that’s buying coats, hats, and 

toys for a family who won’t have 

Christmas gifts otherwise. Maybe 

that’s welcoming those who have no-

where to spend Christmas to your 

home for a special meal. Maybe that’s 

giving a special offering to the church 

above and beyond your normal giving 

in order to support the ways our 

church is making Christ’s incarnation 

a reality in our community. Maybe 

that’s coming to our special Christ-

mas worship services and inviting 

your friends, family, and neighbors 

who are really in need of joy, hope 

and a loving community this year. 

This end of the year let’s make the 

reality of the incarnation our ultimate 

Christmas project.  



     At the age of 35 John Wesley had 

long ago given his life to following 

God. He was a priest in the Anglican 

church and a scholar. He organized re-

ligious groups for study and prayer. He 

had begun visiting prisoners and help-

ing the poor. He had even traveled to 

the rugged frontier of Georgia as a mis-

sionary. However, when Wesley re-

turned to England after his missionary 

journey, he confessed that for the pre-

vious 35 years of his life he had not 

been a Christian. What was he think-

ing? 
  

     Wesley wasn’t confessing to having 

disbelieved in Christianity or having 

been faking it for all those years. 

Wesley had come to understand Chris-

tianity as entailing more than we often 

do now. We’re willing to call anyone a 

Christian who wants to call himself or 

herself a Christian, or if we’re stricter 

than that, we might define a Christian 

as someone who goes to church or fol-

lows certain other practices. For 

Wesley, the standard was entirely dif-

ferent. It wasn’t directly about what we 

do or think. A Christian is someone 

who has experienced faith by the grace 

of God. Someone who has been saved. 
 

 

     To join Wesley’s early Method-

ist societies all that was required 

was a desire to repent of sin, or as 

they colorfully put it, “to flee from 

the wrath to come.” You didn’t 

have to have full faith yet. This 

meant that you became a Methodist 

before you became a true Christian! 
 

     I believe that we do people a 

disservice when we spread the mes-

sage that attending church or trying 

to be good is all there is to being a 

Christian. Being a Christian means 

knowing and reciprocating the love 

of God, and it can take time for 

people to reach that point. God 

wants us to experience this. God 

wants so much more for us, and 

God will finish the good work that 

God started in us if we allow it. 

That means we need to be patient, 

but not passive. We need to wait 

for God to act in our lives while we 

do the acts God promises to trans-

form us through. As we read scrip-

ture and visit the sick, we can ex-

pect to be made new. We can trust 

that God will lead us into abundant 

life. 

     Wesley believed that the goal of 

life is salvation, not salvation after 

death, salvation in this life. Salvation 

means being remade completely into 

the image of Christ. It means loving 

God and loving our neighbor with our 

whole being. Wesley also believed 

that most people followed a similar 

path to this end. 
 

     People begin the pathway to salva-

tion enslaved to sin. We are unaware 

of this though, and we may even be-

lieve ourselves to be happy (having no 

idea what true happiness is). Someone 

enslaved to sin may think himself or 

herself a generally good person, but 

over time the Holy Spirit working 

through the conscience awakens us to 

our broken nature and our need for 

God. We begin to become aware of 

God, but only partially. The time of 

conviction is one often filled with 

anxiety because we know our inade-

quacies, but we don’t yet truly know 

the love of God. 
 

     God’s grace continues to work in 

us though if we cooperate with it 

(through doing things like prayer, acts 

of mercy, and taking communion). 

Eventually, God opens our eyes to see 

not just our brokenness and need of 

God, but also the sufficiency and 

goodness of God that overcomes our 

iniquities. We know and feel in the 

deepest sense that God loves us. Being 

able to see a new spiritual reality our 

bondage to sin is broken. Sin may re-

main in our lives, but we no longer 

willfully choose it. 
 

     After Justification (the point where 

our eyes are opened through faith and 

you become a true Christian) God 

continues to sanctify (make us holy) 

until we are perfect in love. That does-

n’t mean that we never make mis-

takes, but it means within that we al-

ways act motivated purely by love of 

God and neighbor. 

Assistant Pastor Ben Sloan  
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FROM THE PRAYER 

FELLOWSHIP 
By Bobbie Deegan 

 

     Do all this in prayer, asking for 

God’s help. Pray on every occasion, 

as the Spirit leads. For this reason 

keep alert and never give up; pray 

always for all God’s people. 

     Ephesians 6:18 
 

     Twice a month, a faithful group 

gathers in the Fellowship Hall with 

Rev. Mejia to pray for our church 

family and their friends. At 10 am on 

the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, 

we go over all the prayer requests sub-

mitted on prayer request forms, called 

into the office or known to one of the 

group and pray for each person by 

name. It is not necessary to give us the 

reason prayer is needed; God knows 

without us giving Him specifics! In 

any case, all information shared in the 

Prayer Fellowship is kept confidential. 

After each fellowship meeting, we 

follow up with notes of encourage-

ment to many of those for whom 

we’ve prayed. On occasion, we re-

ceive notes back in return, such as the 

following: 
 

Dear Pastor and Congregation of 

Emmanuel UM Church, 

     Thank you very much for your 

prayers and concern during the ill-

ness of my husband, the Rev. Ro-

land Timity. We know that prayer 

changes things and situations. We 

appreciate your continued prayers. 

May God bless each and every one of 

you. Stay Blessed. 

 Rev. and Mrs. Roland Timity 
and Family 
 

 

 

 

     Thank you for your kindness and 

concern for my wife and my family. I 

appreciate the time you took to share 

your thoughts and prayers. 

        Rushern L Baker III,  

    County Executive 

     I received the wonderful little note re-

garding your Prayer Fellowship. The 

thought of your prayers and concern for me, 

strengthens and encourages me. I read your 

personal note, the statement from the group 

and the scripture every day. Thank you so 

much. I miss ESOL too! 

     Love, 

     Sharon Hawkins 
 

 Congratulations Kathy Rodeffer 
By Jane Grays 
 

     On Friday, November 9, 2012 there was a 

Naming Ceremony to recognize and celebrate 

the tremendous contributions made by Kathe-

rine A. Rodeffer. Thomas G. Pullen Creative 

and Performing Arts Academy in Prince 

George’s County named a wing of the build-

ing the Katherine A. Rodeffer Music Wing. 
 

     Kathy’s family and friends were among the 

many people present to share this momentous 

occasion. 
 

     Students from the Arts Academy, former 

students, colleagues and county officials en-

joyed musical selections by the Thomas G. 

Pullen Band and Orchestra. 

Kathy Rodeffer 

     The Prayer Fellowship is open 

to all. Come join us!  
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CHRISTMAS COLORS 
By Elsie Cline 
 

     Thoughts of Christmas conjure up 

visions of the many traditional colors 

associated with the holiday, namely: 

green, red, gold, white and blue. Why 

these particular colors? One theory is 

that traditions most of the colors de-

rived from and customs of western/

northern European countries where 

Christmas is celebrated in the middle 

of winter when it is dark & cold. 
 

     The Internet defines the symbolism 

of these colors as: GREEN - repre-

sented evergreen plants (Holly, Ivy & 

Mistletoe) used to, decorate and 

brighten buildings and also served as  

a reminder that spring would come; 

RED - the apples on the tree in the 

Garden of Eden, Holly berries for the 

blood of Jesus, and also, Bishops’ 

robes (hence St. Nicholas and Santa 

uniforms); GOLD - the color of the 

sun and light, both very important in 

the winter, and also for the gift to 

baby Jesus from the wise men and the 

star they followed; WHITE - purity 

and peace and snow of winter; BLUE 

- the sky and heaven and was typically 

worn by royal families and very rich 

people. It is often associated with 

Mary to show she was very important 

All these colors are festive and bright, 

they reflect the wonder and glory of a 

special event, and lend an aura of 

peace, joy, contentment, happiness 

and serenity to the Christmas.holiday! 
 

     Another symbolism of the color 

blue is associated with Elvis Presley’s 

rendition of  “Blue Christmas,” com-

monly known as the holiday “blues.” 

This depressive mood is sometimes 

triggered, among other things, by the 

memory of the loss of a loved one, 

loneliness, stress, fatigue, etc. Unfor-

tunately for some, this color domi-

nates their holiday season. 

 

     Some suggested tips to cope 

and overcome the “blues” are: 

spend time with loved ones, make 

your own traditions, surround 

yourself with positive people and 

volunteer. An important acronym 

to remember is “SEE” (Sleep 

regularly, Eat well, Exercise). If 

you or someone you know suffer 

from chronic depression, support 

groups are very helpful, especially 

during this time of year. Contact 

Jennie Owens (301/937-1157) or 

Elsie Cline (3011937-6024) for in-

formation regarding the depres-

sion and/or bipolar support group 

that meets at Emmanuel United 

Methodist Church.  
 

     Hopefully, these tips will help 

put more ho-ho-ho’s in your holi-

day instead of bah humbugs! More 

importantly, focus on the reason 

for the season. 
 

     Prayers and hugs to all for a 

blessed and joyous Christmas.            

From the Youth Ministry 

YOLO 
 

     The Holidays are upon us and we 

look forward to the events that the 

youth will be having or participating 

in, such as bake sales. 
 

     On December 8th there will be a 

dinner and a show by the drama min-

istry and youth. The play is called 

“Bethlehem Idol” and it’s a take on 

“American Idol.” Please support this 

event. The proceeds will help with our 

annual mission trip, S.P.Y., next sum-

mer. 
 

     We look forward to having a won-

derful holiday season here at 

E.U.M.C. Jesus is the reason for the 

season! 

       God Bless,  
 

      Byron Bobo  

Community Outreach & 

Homeless Ministry 
 

     We would like to thank the congre-

gation for their donations of food, 

clothing, household goods and baby 

items. Also we would like to 

thank  anyone who helped out by vol-

unteering in the preparation and distri-

bution of  the items for Thanksgiving. 

We had 205 families come and receive 

boxes. The largest number of boxes 

handed out before then was last Christ-

mas (148 boxes). We also gave out, 

formula, diapers, wipes, baby food and 

pedialyte to over 40 babies (double the 

amount we normally give.) Without 

your generosity of time and goods we 

would not be able to provide these ser-

vices to the community. We will be 

distributing boxes on Dec 22 for 

Christmas. Please consider volunteer-

ing with us to help spread cheer with 

the less fortunate in our community. If 

last month was any indication we will 

be busy in December also. 
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Kairos International Prison 

Ministry 

By Jane Grays 
 

“I was in prison and you visited me”--

--Matthew 25:36 
 

     Kairos Inside is a ministry by per-

sons drawn from a broad range of de-

nominational churches. Kairos be-

lieves that true rehabilitation starts 

with the “heart.” With this in mind, 

our ministry to incarcerated men and 

women begins with the Kairos week-

end where volunteers model and com-

municate God’s unconditional love, 

grace and mercy. It is here that God 

begins changing hearts. A key out-

come of the Kairos weekend is for 

participants to find hope and a new 

vision for their life through a relation-

ship with God. 
 

     November 1-4, 2012 I had the op-

portunity to be in ministry with resi-

dents of the Women’s Correctional 

Institution, Jessup, Md. There are ap-

proximately 800 residents; it’s the 

only female facility in Maryland.  
 

     The weekend is described as a 

short course in Christianity. The inter-

denominational team of volunteers---

both clergy and laypersons—works in 

cooperation with the Chaplain of Jes-

sup who carefully selects inmates to 

attend. Our team consisted of 35 laity 

and two ordained clergy; there were 

34 guests who attended the retreat. 

The team that goes into the facility is 

the same gender as the residents; we    

are permitted to go inside in the fall 

and spring. Our share and prayer ac-

tivities were conducted in the library 

under careful observation of the Cor-

rection Officers. 
 

     We had breakfast at Severn UMC, 

prepared by volunteers, arrived at Jes-

sup around 8:15 am, ate lunch and 

dinner with our guests and other resi-

dents in their dining hall. We left 

around 8:30 pm, returned to the 

church where volunteers had prepared 

another meal (prison food is not great, 

but a lot better than some hospital 

meals). The cooks put extra care into 

food preparation because they were 

anticipating our visit. We stayed over-

night at a local motel.  
 

     The prison environment fosters 

isolation; during the weekend many 

participants take their first steps in 

learning to become vulnerable with 

one another. Following their weekend 

experience, participants are encour-

aged to take responsibility for their 

life choices and their relations with 

God; they are invited to engage in ---

Share and Prayer groups. The groups 

consist of Kairos alumni and they 

meet weekly in the gym. As the Kai-

ros community inside a prison grows 

and begins to gain influence, the inci-

dences of violence decrease. Partici-

pants who are released re-enter the 

outside world with a God-centered 

perspective and equipped to become 

productive citizens.  
 

     It was a humbling experience and I 

feel spiritually enriched to have been 

able to share Agape love to the forgot-

ten people in our society. Many mi-

raculous events occurred over our 

Kairos weekend and I look forward to 

going inside again April 4-7, 2013.          

 

      In His Service 

     Jane Grays  

Faithful Readers Book Group 
 

     For our January 12th, 2013 meet-

ing, bring a book you have read that 

spiritually inspired you, changed your 

thinking about religion, something 

uplifting, a message of hope, an intel-

lectual read, a novel, or true story, etc. 

From Ben Sloan 
 

     For around the past two years my 

wife, Ros, and I have been working 

hard on our Spanish. We've both 

been convinced of the need to be able 

to speak with the people we'll en-

counter in our respective professions. 

Our plan, once I graduate in May, is 

to try to find a program in Latin 

America where we can donate our 

time and skills in pastoral ministry 

and nursing for a couple years so that 

in turn we can become fluent. The 

primary challenge though is that two 

years is not a lot of time to learn a 

language. I recently made the deci-

sion to split my time in the winter/

spring between Emmanuel and a 

Spanish speaking congregation as a 

way of gaining experience in that 

context. This unfortunately means 

that I'll be seeing less of all of you, 

but I wanted you all to know why. I 

have been and continue to be incredi-

bly grateful for all the ways that Em-

manuel has supported and all the 

things you have taught me. 

Thank you. 

     We’ll each take a few minutes to 

tell the group about the book and how 

it affected us. From this we’ll gain 

insight, conversation as a group and a 

few more books to add to our personal 

reading lists. Questions? Contact Bry-

ant Davis or Carol Clatterbuck 



 DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

     

   10   Margie & Bob Mock 
 

   18  Jeanette & Charles Vannoy 

          Susan & Steven Cunningham 

 

   30  Michael and Gail Belshay 

     Charline & Bob Frederick  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

     1  Motunriyo Oluwafemi 

     3  Ann Rowland 

     7  John Stewart 

   13  Cheryl Grays 

   15  Becky Cavallo, Michael McNealy 

   16  Jennie Owens 

   18  Jan Slingerland 

   24  Joyce Blakley 

   26  Lois Rodriguez, Alexandra Scotland 

   27  Rogers Beasley 

   30  Kim Hiner, Maggie Leatherman, 

     Maxine Riggleman, Jean Faris  
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Altar Flowers 

 

Dec. 2 Ann and Ted Ladd 

Dec. 9 Kemi Oluwafemi 

Dec. 16 Theresa Timity 

Dec. 23 

Dec. 30 Kemi Oluwafemi 



 

DECEMBER 2012 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
9 am Breakfast 

with Santa 

 

12 Noon UMW 

General Meeting 

2 
9 & 11:15 am 

Worship 

 
 

12:30 pm 

Confirmation 

Class 

3 
7 pm 

Church Council 

Meeting 

4 

7 pm 

ESOL Party 

 

5 

6 pm 

Maranatha 

Choir 

6 
7 pm 

Chancel Choir 

7 8 
8:30 am – Men’s 

Breakfast 

 

12 Noon Angel 

Tree Party 

 

6 pm – Dinner & 

“Bethlehem Idol” 

9 
9 & 11:15 am 

Worship 

 

10:15am Sunday 
School 

 

Second Sunday 

Lunch 

 

1 pm Youth  
Fellowship 

 

 

10 
12:30 Beltsville 

Women’s Club 

 

6 pm  Worship 
Committee 

 

7 pm Depression/

Bipolar Support 

Group 

 

7:30 pm Trustee 

Meeting 

11 

10 am Prayer 

Fellowship 

 

7 pm 

Finance Meeting 

12 

6 pm 

Maranatha 

Choir 

13 

7 pm 

Chancel Choir 

14 15 

9 am 

Chancel Choir 

16 
9 & 11:15 am 

Worship  and 

Cantata 
 

10:15am Sunday 

School 

 

17 
 

18 19 
10 am Susanna 

Wesley Circle 

 

12 noon 

Dorcas Circle 

 

6 pm Maranatha 

Choir 

 

7 pm Sisters In 

Spirit 

20 

7 pm 

Chancel Choir 

21 
11 am Community 

Place Café 
 
 

7 pm Food Prep 

22 

10 am Food 

Distribution 

23 
9 & 11:15 am 

Worship 
 

10:15 am  

Sunday School 
 

1 pm Youth Fel-

lowship 

24 
7 pm Family 

Service 
 

11 pm Candlelight 

Service 

25 

10 am 

Christmas 

morning service 

 

26 27 28 29 

30 
9 & 11:15 am 

Worship 

 

10:15 am Sunday 

School  

31      
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