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versary committee, is to gather financial resources to remodel our
church kitchen that is 50 years old.
So far, our kitchen has been a true
blessing. During these 50 years our
kitchen has only needed minor repairs to maintain its functionality
and productivity. Yet, for our
kitchen to be viable and usable for
the next 50 years it will need our
help. Our plan is to make the
kitchen a central part of the life and
Pastor Daniel Mejia
ministry of our church. We want the
kitchen to continue to be a reliable
“Bread for myself is a material
question. Bread for my neighbor is a resource for all our church activities
and functions; after all, we are
spiritual one.”
United Methodists and eating toMother Teresa
gether is important, but that’s not
all. We also want our kitchen to be
Let me begin by expressing my
enormous Gratitude and appreciation used as a tool for ministry, more
specifically, to feed more hungry
to all of those who in a big or small
people in our community.
way made the celebration of 175
years of Emmanuel UMC, an amazI’ve recently heard a new term,
ing and blessed event. The Saturday
that
in light of our present economy
night celebration dinner on Septemwill become more and more part of
ber 17 was a complete success. We
our lives and conversations. The
had 130 people in attendance who
not only enjoyed great food and great term is “food income.” Food income
refers to the human and financial
company, but who also participated
generously in our silent and live auc- resources that need to be invested in
order to acquire and produce more
tions. As the moment of this article,
the final numbers are still not in, but I food to feed more people. Hence,
increasing our “food income” means
can safely say that we were able to
having more food to share and go
raise at least $5,000 for the renovation of the kitchen. Then, on Sunday around. Food income was the topic
of my conversation with Alfred
September 18 Bishop John Schol
came and preached to a packed house Millard, president of Behnke Nursas we celebrated in singing, praying, eries Co., and a lifelong resident of
and sharing in communion 175 years Beltsville. Alfred and I agreed that
of Methodism and ministry in Belts- we need to find a way to increase
our food income and help those who
ville. It was an amazing weekend!
are hungry in our Beltsville community.
As most of you know, one of our
main goals started by the 175 anni-
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One of our primary responsibilities as people of faith is to continually ask, assess, and do something
tangible about the question of food
income, not only for ourselves but for
others. “If you see some brother or
sister in need and have the means to
do something about it but turn a cold
shoulder and do nothing, what happens to God’s love? It disappears.
And you made it disappear. My dear
children, let’s not just talk about
love; let’s practice real love” (1 John
3:17-18, The Message) Behnke’s
Nurseries Co. and our church are in
communication to start a partnership
to increase food income for our community. I will keep you posted.
I guess what I’m trying to say is
that the improving of our church
kitchen is not merely a matter of aesthetics or comfort for us, but of service, ministry and the mission of our
church. I invite you to pray and to
give your time and money to solve
the question of food income. Certainly one way is to support our efforts to remodel our kitchen. Emmanuel UMC celebrated 175 years in
great part because we have always
been involved in solving the food
income question,
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OCTOBER SERMON SERIES

Come and join us on Sunday mornings during the month of October for our new sermon series, “Saints, Light in
the Darkness” as we learn and are challenged by the lives of St. Francis of Assisi-0ct. 9, St John of the Cross-Oct.
16, Teresa de Avila- Oct. 23, and Julian of Norwich- Oct. 30. Also, on Sunday October 9 at 4 PM join us for a
special “Blessing of the animals service.” Bring your pet(s) as we will pray and bless them. We hope to see you.

Together We Praise
“TOGETHER WE PRAISE” is the Anthem Commissioned by Emmanuel United Methodist Church Choir
for the 175th Anniversary. The premier performance was September 18, 2011. The words to this anthem are as
follows:
“Together We Praise”
O, come let us sing. Together we praise our King. Our Lord, Emmanuel has been with us all these years and we
have served Him Faithfully, with the hope and promise of eternity. So our collective prayer is to simply continue
to love, to serve. To share God’s work; Together we praise!
O, come let us sing. Together we praise our King. We are ambassadors: we have labored all these years. And He
has been our help and shield, and our Hope, our promise for eternity. So our collective prayer is to simply continue
to love, to serve, to share God’s Word; Together we praise.
O, come let us sing. Our God has done wondrous things. Together we praise our King. O, come let us sing. Our
God has done wondrous things. Together we praise our King. O, come let us sing. Our God has done wondrous
things. Together we praise our King.
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community. Throughout the ten
weeks of the class, they will commit
to prayer, journaling, and bible reading as we discuss the foundations of
Christianity. It is our hope that
through this process they would pick
up habits that will serve them well
throughout the rest of their lives.
This includes prayer and scripture
reading, but it also includes the willingness to explore and ask questions; to be authentic in their belief.
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Theresa Timity is our jack-of-alltrades, serving as a teaching substitute and Bible story presenter, as
well as doing anything else she is
asked to do. Our greeters and registrars include Letitia Mejia, Evelyn
Adkins, Roy White, Lois Rodriguez,
and our hospitality providers include
Doris Wray, Lynne Miller, Mamie
and Fred Smith and Debbie McNitt,
who also has been helping our nursery care taker, Joan McCarthy. We
invite all who have an interest in
So, throughout the fall semester, teaching, or in getting to know peoI look forward to continuing to wor- ple from different backgrounds, to
ship with you, and I’d like to offer a come and join our program on Tueschallenge. Would you journey with day nights. We have a great time.
our confirmands? Ask them what
Assistant Pastor Ben Sloan
they’re learning, and as they consider what they believe, ask yourself
I want to thank you all for being again what it means to be a Chrisso supportive of me throughout my tian, a United Methodist, and a coninternship this past summer. I
gregant of Emmanuel UMC, Beltslearned a good deal, but I know that ville. Then on November 20th when
many of the lessons of this summer they confirm their faith before the
I’ve still yet to unpack. Though my congregation, we will all be able to United Methodist Women
seminary classes have started back
join with them in celebration of our By Debbie McNitt
up for the semester, I’m excited that faith and our God.
October 1, 2011. Are you curious
I will be able to continue journeying
about UMW and UMCOR?
with you all. This fall in addition to
helping in worship as I did in the
Join us for our guest speaker and
summer, I will also be leading the
learn
all about the United Methodist
new confirmation class with Pastor
Committee on Relief during our
Daniel.
ESOL Update
membership UMW general meeting.
By
Pat
Allen
It is a potluck luncheon. If you are
Confirmation class is a powerful
new, you do not need to bring a
way in which we as a church can
Our 5th year of ESOL classes
dish. Please just come and visit.
support our youth in their growth
started
on
August
30,
and
to
date
we
and development in the faith. In the
have 48 registered students. Their
We’ll meet at 12:00 noon in the
United Methodist Church we believe that baptism is a gift God gives countries of origin are quite diverse. Adult Fellowship room. Any woman
is welcome to attend. You do not
to us. This is why we support infant In addition to those from Latinhave to be a member of the Methodbaptism. However, true discipleship America, we have students from
ist church. Debbie McNitt, President
also requires that we choose to fol- Cambodia, China, India, Romania,
UMW 301.937.4291. (Because UMlow God. The purpose of our confir- Russia, South Korea, Ukraine, and
Vietnam.
Our
faithful
instructors
COR is so vital we encourage men
mation class is to allow the young
people in it to wrestle with faith in a include Bryant Davis, Olivia Heath, to come also.)
way that allows them to choose for Bobbi Meyers, Sharon Hawkins,
Jennie Owens, and Bobbie Deegan.
themselves to be a part of our faith
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Apple Festival
By Debbie McNitt
THE UMW APPLE FESTIVAL & CRAFT SHOW IS ON OCT. 29!
Your help of donations, volunteering time, hanging up signs and shopping is greatly appreciated. We’ll start
accepting donations the Sunday before, on the 23rd. They can go upstairs in the craft room. Many Ministries use
this room so please make sure to label your items for the “apple festival.” We gladly accept price suggestions with your donations. Wednesday evening is a great time to bring your donations. We ask that all donations
be brought to us by 11:00 a.m. on Friday. We can come pick up your donations if you would like. Call Debbie
McNitt at 301.937.4291 for pick up.
We need strong adults to help move tables and hang signs on Wednesday evening from 6-8:00 p.m. and on
Saturday afternoon. We need volunteers to sort items on Thursday and Friday during the day or the evening
hours on Thursday. There are opportunities to make pies on both days also. We need cashiers, wrappers, lunch
servers and helpers and bake sale donations on Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:p.m. Clean up is from 2-4:30 p.m.
Look for the sign up sheet at your Circle Meeting or at Church. Don’t forget your pecan and apple pie
money! We apologize for the inconvenience, but we can’t have advance sales of pies or merchandise. Call Doris
Wray to volunteer at 301.937.7227.
We still have some spaces left for our Craft Tables. Items must be hand made. Call Karen Mackey for table
information at 301.937.3324.

Christian Education
By Todd Reitzel
In September, the Youth Learning Fellowship began using the new computers in the library/media center on
Tuesday evenings to help with homework and learning.
Thanks to the Media Center Upgrade Task Force for its great work and to the Church Council for its support!
Do you know someone 4 to 18 years old who could use homework help and/or other fellowship? Invite them to
come on Tuesday evenings, 7-9:00 p.m.
The new year of Sunday Study classes began in September, but it is never too late to stop by on Sunday
mornings 10:15 a.m.-11:00 a.m. to join the fellowship! The bible study class led by Jane Grays is beginning their
study of the Book of Romans. The topical study class led by Todd Reitzel is exploring weekly topics and how
the Bible speaks to aspects of contemporary life. And the bilingual English-Spanish study class led by Bryant
Davis, Ciro Mejia, and Leticia Muñoz-Mejia allows learning another language in fellowship with native speakers of that language. We also have Sunday classes for kids and teens, and the nursery is available for children
younger than prekindergarten. See you on Sunday mornings!
On October 30, there will be a Halloween Party for ages 4 to 18 in the Education Building. We want to make
this a fun event for young people from EUMC and the community. We will be asking for people to donate food
and drinks to the party, as well as help decorating and cleaning up. Watch for details coming soon!
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Trunk or Treat - Halloween Night - October 31st
By Kathy Mellott
Park cars between 6:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Cars should be parked before the kids start Trunk or Treating. Trunk or Treat is 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Kids, elementary age and younger, will go from car to car to get
treats. Cars should have plenty of candy to give out. Family Life at Emmanuel will supply reflective bags, glosticks and candy from the church. Join us for this annual event, whether you have small children who want to
get treats, or whether you want to decorate your car and give out candy. Everyone is welcome!
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Faithful Readers Book Group
Our next read will be a book about Bethany Hamilton.
She is known for surviving a shark attack in which she lost her left
arm, and for overcoming the serious and debilitating injury to ultimately
return to professional surfing. She wrote about her experience in the 2004
biography Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family, and Fighting to
Get Back on the Board. In April 2011, the feature film Soul Surfer was
released, based on the book and additional interviews.
There are many copies in the library system. We will be discussing
this book, as well as, showing excerpts from the movie on Sat, Oct 15,
2011. Time: 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. We’re going to start having snacks that
are associated with the book we are reading to bring more creativity to
the group!
Come join us and bring a friend! Questions? Carol Clatterbuck or \
Bryant Davis.

A Blast from the Past

A scene from the going away function in June 1957 for former Pastor of Emmanuel, Wilbur Wilson & wife Nan. From left,
unidentified, Thea Bernard, Mary Benson, unidentified, unidentified, Nan & Wilbur Wilson, Margaret & Herman Todd, unidentified, unidentified.
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175th Anniversary Weekend
“It’s a Wrap!”
By Charlie Deegan
What a weekend! The dinner
and worship service commemorating the 175th anniversary of Methodism in Beltsville have come and
gone, but they won’t be forgotten
soon. Enrique and his staff at Cherry
Hill Manor Caterers prepared a delicious buffet for us on Saturday, September 17th. Former pastor Dick
Karpal and our own former “First
Lady” Martha Karpal spent the
weekend with us, and it was great to
share remembrances. Other special
dinner guests included Councilwoman Mary Lehman (who brought
a proclamation from the County
Council), State Senator James Rosapepe and former members of Emmanuel Marilyn Harpole, Edie Marcus and Nancy and Paul Newport.
I’m sure there were others there I
didn’t spot! The room was noisy
while everyone got caught up on the
“news.” But our entertainment for
the evening, the barbershop quartet
“Cruisin’,” rose to the occasion.

They serenaded individual tables
with their four-part harmony! (At
our corner table, Bobbie was singing
along). The evening ended with the
results of the silent auction, followed by a live auction. The bidding
was lively at times, and the
“winners” took home some bargains!
The church was packed for the
anniversary worship service on September 18th. Bishop John R. Schol
delivered the sermon. Among the
special guests in attendance were
District Superintendent Dr. Ianther
Mills, County Executive (and fellow
Methodist) Rushern Baker, State
Senator James Rosapepe (who
brought a proclamation from the
Maryland Senate) and Rev. and Mrs.
Dick Karpal. Since it was a single
service, both the praise band and the
choirs were featured. The Maranatha
Choir joined the Chancel Choir to
give the first performance of Emmanuel’s commissioned anthem,
“Together We Praise.” The composer, Ruth Elaine Schram, used
motifs from the anthem in her Introit
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“Come Let Us Sing,” which the
choirs also sang at the commemorative service, accompanied by Rebecca Oliverio on the trumpet.
Chancel Choir member Pat Allen
wrote the Response to the Benediction, which the choir performed at
the end of the service. Rick Bergmann put together a great video of
Emmanuel, now and then. (If you
weren’t at the service, check it out
on our website).
A project of this size takes a lot
of help. I especially want to recognize Bill Raulin, Ted Ladd, Ann
Rowland, Bob and Charline Frederick, Rick Bergmann, Ernie Kilbourne and my wife Bobbie for the
many hours they devoted to soliciting auction items, producing the
program booklet, arranging for entertainment, coordinating the silent
auction, creating the historical
video and selling tickets, among
other things. I also owe many
thanks to Margie Mock for selling
the anniversary tee shirts and mugs.
Thank you, everybody. We made a
great team!

Enjoying the reception after the service on 18 September are (from left), former Pastor Richard “Dick” Karpal,
Bishop John R. Schol, District Superintendent Dr. Ianther Mills and Pastor Daniel Mejia.
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1 Rose Johnson, Abraham Scotland
2 John Cavallo
4 Erica Belshay, Nick Lee
5 Shirl Akers
7 Peggy Wells
10 Cecelia Bouma
13 Lauren Fadely, Alexandra Butcher,
Michael Hatton
14 Brian Beach
15 Edrie Powell
16 Samantha Painter
18 Madison Cruz, Leticia Mejia, Charles
Vannoy
19 Susan Leatherman, Kathy Mellott,
Betty Osborn
20 Betty Midkiff
21 Brian Crotti
22 Kell Jones, Mary Plantholt
23 Shawn West
24 Patricia Embrey, Janet Jones, Ruth Vaye
25 Mabel Claye
29 Donna Horton, Cameron Beach
31 Ronald Midkiff, May Stewart
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October 6
Eleanor & Jim Butler

October
2 Beverly Ward
9 Nancy Thrush
16 Hattons
23
30 Danny Webb
November
6 Theresa Timity
13
20 Carol Clatterbuck
27
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October
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
12:00 noon
UMW General
Meeting

2
9:00 & 11:15
a.m. Worship

3

4
7:00 p.m.
ESOL & Youth
Learning
Fellowship

5
6:00 p.m.
Maranatha
Choir

10
12:30 p.m.
Women’s Community Club of
Beltsville

11
10:00 a.m.
Prayer Fellowship

12
6:00 p.m.
Maranatha
Choir

7:00 p.m.
Depression/
Bipolar Support
Group

7:00 p.m.
ESOL & Youth
Learning
Fellowship

7:00 p.m.
Worship
Committee

18
7:00 p.m.
ESOL & Youth
Learning
Fellowship

19

10:15 a.m.
Sunday School
Homeless
Ministry
9
9:00 & 11:15 a.m.
Worship
10:15 a.m.
Sunday School
2nd Sunday Lunch
1:30 p.m. UMW
Executive Meeting

Youth Group

16
9:00 & 11:15
a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m.
Sunday School

6
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

7

8
8:30 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast

13
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

14

15
10:00 a.m.
Faithful Readers
Book Club

20
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

21
11:00 a.m.
Community
Place Café

22
10:00 a.m.
Food
Distribution

7:00 p.m. Food
Preparation

3:00 p.m.
Charge Conference at Queen’s
Chapel UMC

28

29
10:00 a.m.
Apple Festival

7:00 p.m.
Church Council

7:30 p.m. Trustees Meeting
17
12:00 noon
Ellen Hoover
Circle

10:00 a.m.
Susanna Wesley
Circle
12:00 noon
Dorcas Circle
6:00 p.m.
Maranatha Choir
7:00 p.m. Sisters
in Spirit

23
9:00 & 11:15 a.m.
Worship
10:15 a.m.
Sunday School

24
7:00 p.m.
Depression/
Bipolar Support
Group

Youth Group

30
9:00 & 11:15
a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m.
Sunday School

31
6:00-7:30 p.m.
Trunk or Treat

25
10:00 a.m. Prayer
Fellowship
7:00 p.m.
ESOL & Youth
Learning
Fellowship

26
6:00 p.m.
Maranatha
Choir

27
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir
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