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Returning from the summer break is always an exciting time in our
church, at least for me. Our schedules go back to normal, beach vacations are over, and worship attendance increases. As a pastor, what’s
not to like about those things? Then, the end of summer also means that
our church starts the process of selecting new leaders to serve for the
next few years, new member classes and a confirmation class get ready
to start and--believe it or not, preparations for the Christmas Season get
underway. In many ways, just like the cycle of life, the church calendar
keeps moving and pushing us to new places and facets to explore. But
one thing that remains the same is God’s hope and expectation that our
faith in Christ will make a difference in our community every day, anywhere, to anyone.

One of the challenges we face in our desire to change the world for Jesus is to keep the fire for God going
when we are so busy and overwhelmed with life. I think we all have been there when we feel guilty for not
participating more in serving others or when we can’t pray for more than five minutes without the interruptions of the cell phone, a wandering mind, or when we get frustrated because we slept through the alarm and
missed Sunday’s worship. We all have been there. And yet, we are always invited not to give up and to start
again by a God who is eternally patient with us. We are always invited to keep trying, knowing that God’s
grace will pull us out from whichever deep hole we dug ourselves into. I found this poem written beautifully
by an anonymous poet reminding us how much God loves and cares for us.
To choose God
is to realize that you are known and loved
in a way surpassing anything one can imagine,
loved before anyone had thought of you
or spoken your name.
…
And so,
don’t talk too much about God
but live
in the certainty that God has written your name
on the palm of God’s hand.
Live your human task
in the liberating certainty
that nothing in the world can separate you
from God’s love for you.
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Faithful Readers Book Group
As we start our new season for the
year, we will meet on a Saturday in October, the 5th, 12th, or 19th (TBA), from 10
to 11 am.
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Secret Sister News
We hope you have been keeping in touch with your secret sister. You don’t need a special occasion to send a cheerful card.
Remember, if you want something hand delivered, our basket
is on top of the mailboxes. (Ask
an usher where the mailboxes
are.)

On Feb. 26, 2010 Marie Osmond’s life
changed forever. Her son, Michael, committed suicide at the age of 18. Her new
2013 book, “The Key is Love,” is a
deeply personal memoir about the most
difficult times in the 53-year-old singer’s
life. It is also a heartfelt tribute to the matriarch of the Osmond clan, her mother
Olive.
Join us to read and discuss Marie’s latest book to understand how her Mormon
faith and upbringing guides her through
life’s passages; both expected and unexpected. 307 pages, available in the library
system.
We’ll have a list of questions to start off the discussion. For more information contact Bryant Davis or Carol Clatterbuck.

We are inviting all secret sister
participants who are on Facebook to join our private Facebook group. If you have not received an invitation to join,
please send a private message to
me or Jane Grays and we will
friend you and add you to the
group. This is a great way to
keep connected with each other
and to know each other better.
Lots of love,
Becky Otte Cavallo

Relief Packages Assembled by Emmanuel Members
Emmanuel Church recently delivered 16 relief packages to St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church in Bowie
that would be shipped to a collection point in Pennsylvania for the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR).
The packages included School, Birthing and Sewing kits that will be sent to places in the world that need aid.
Thanks to all who assembled the kits and made this project happen.

Food Closet
Your donations are greatly appreciated and our Food Closet has
been active lately! Please keep helping our neighbors with the
addition of these needed items:






Canned meats, tuna and peanut butter and jelly
Beans
Canned or box drinks
Tomatoes, Spaghetti sauce
Potatoes

Thank you to all who donate food supplies into the wicker basket by the front door on the 1st Sunday of each month.
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Church Participated in National Night Out on August 4
By Ann Rowland

Pat Allen took the lead in our participating in National Night Out on August 4, setting up the booth and providing materials from many of our ministries. In addition to having bottled water to hand out, Pat had a nice
Emmanuel Business Card made up and also provided balloons, pens and fans with our information. Others assisting Pat at our booth were Rick Bergmann, Julie Pavelka, Doug and Victoria Galloway and Ann Rowland.
One rather interesting observation of a woman who stopped by our booth was that we didn’t have a picture of
our Pastor. We could have taken any number of recent Lamplighters in order for people to get a good look at
Pastor Daniel who was on vacation at the time. Next year we’ll be prepared.
In the above photo, Pat Allen and Ann Rowland are shown talking to a police officer along with a homeless
man who stopped by our booth inquiring about a place to stay. The police called on a young police cadet to assist with language translation. They took over from there and hopefully found a shelter for the man who was
living on the street.
Another man who stopped by our booth was very impressed with our food distribution program and expressed an interest in volunteering. We gave him the distribution schedule and hope to see him volunteering
with us soon. It’s impressive that so many know us through ESOL and our food distribution program.
National Night Out provides a wonderful opportunity for us to connect with the community outside the walls
of our church. If you would like to talk to members of the community about your ministry, gather up some
printed materials (preferably in Spanish and English) and join us next year at National Night Out.

Business card back

Business card front
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Christian Education
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s
will is—his good, pleasing, and perfect will. –Romans 12:2
On September 1, we will have completed a fulfilling summer of education
programs including Sunday classes for kids, teens, and adults, as well as a
great week of Vacation Bible School. Thanks to all our volunteers and students for making Emmanuel UMC Christian education great!
On September 8, we will begin the 2013-2014 year of Sunday classes. We
will have two kids classes, two teen classes, and at least three adult classes.
This year, we will have a new class for parents of young children. Watch for
details in the church narthex and on the church website. Then bring family
and friends to join our new year of learning in fellowship.
On September 10, we will begin the new year of Youth Learning Fellowship, our Tuesday evening program for kids within our church and the community. Each evening consists of one hour of quiet study, including help
with homework and use of learning websites, and then one hour of spiritual
learning. All young persons age 4 to 18 are welcome to join us each Tuesday.
Blessings,
Todd Reitzel
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Need a Wheelchair
or a Walker?
This is a reminder
that the Church has
wheelchairs and
walkers to loan.
Contact the office to
arrange to pick up a
needed item

Riding Mower Needed
A riding mower belonging to the
church has been retired because
it’s too old to fix.
If someone has a working riding
mower that is no longer needed
and could be donated, please call
Barbara Butcher at 301-937-3179.

CHANCEL CHOIR rehearsals will
begin on Thursday, September 5, at 7 pm in
the Fellowship Hall. We sing at the 11:15
am service. High School age and older are
welcome to sing with us.

Men’s Breakfast Set for September 14
Emmanuel’s Men’s Ministry will be having their first Men’s Breakfast
for the fall on September 14 at 8:30 am. All boys and men in the church
are invited. Age is not a limitation, we have high chairs for little ones if
needed. Come meet and get to know the other men of the church and be a
part of the discussion about where to take the men’s ministry this year. If
you have any questions, please see Rick Bergmann or Mike Hatton. We
take a free will offering to cover the cost of food at breakfast. We hope to
see all the men
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MARANATHA CHOIR
By Kathryn Griffin
The Maranatha choir will begin on Wednesday, September 11, 6 to 6:50 pm in the Fellowship Hall and will meet
every Wednesday at the same time unless otherwise notified. The day and time are negotiable. If another time and
day might work for more people, please let me know. This choir is for elementary grades, but Middle School students are welcome. Older students can help the younger ones and give depth to the overall sound.
Why sing in a church choir?
1. Children who can’t yet follow a melody CAN learn to-if they come to rehearsal regularly. Those who already
sing can develop skills that will stay with them for the rest of their lives.
2.Children learn about worship. They also learn to be worship leaders. Choir members will be the leaders of
tomorrow.
3. Children increase their Christian education. Scripture, praise and prayer that are sung remain with the students
long after they become adults. Children learn first- hand about serving God with their time and talent.
4. Children who become used to singing in front of the congregation lose their shyness and develop poise that
transfers into all areas of life.
5. IT’S FREE. This is one of the benefits of your church.
The Maranatha choir sings once a month at either service. They usually sing with the Chancel Choir at both Cantatas. This year students grades 3-6 (7) will participate in the Chorister Guild Festival. They will join with 100
singers from other churches to work with a guest conductor and present a musical worship service at The Lutheran
Church of St. Andrew, New Hampshire Ave., Cloverly, Md. on Sunday, March 2, 2014, 1:30-8 pm.

Farewell from Nickie G.
Moreno Howard

sion towards Jeremiah, telling him in
Jeremiah 1:7-8 not to be afraid but to
go where God has sent him and reminding him that God will always be
with him. When I started at Emmanuel, exactly a year ago I was hesitant, fearful of criticism; or worse,
fearful of failure. What I discovered
instead, was like God’s compassion,
all the people of Emmanuel would
come to my rescue if I hesitated, faltered, or even failed. We would laugh
together at my missteps and rejoice
greatly in my successes. Finally, God
tells Jeremiah that God will speak
through Jeremiah. Over the past year,
Pastor Daniel has welcomed me graciously into his pulpit and everyone at
Emmanuel has helped me to hone and
strengthen my preaching and pastoral
abilities.

As I begin to think about my call to
ministry where I have been and
where I am going, I turned to scripture. I found myself moved by the
opening of Jeremiah. In Jeremiah 1,
God reminds Jeremiah of how God
has called him and who God has
called Jeremiah to be. There were
many things in this scripture that I
identified with. The people of Israel
are in exile… as a displaced Texan, I
sometimes feel as if I am in exile
from my home. However, during this
past year at Emmanuel, I have not
felt displaced but at home. I have not
once felt exiled but instead, have
been reminded of God’s loving arms
surrounding me through the very
arms of the people at Emmanuel. I
More than anything, Emmanuel
also identified with God’s compasUMC, its staff and its people have

cared for me and my husband Christian, with love and welcome. It is
with anxiety, sadness, joy and excitement that I tell you about my
next transition in ministry. As
Jeremiah was called to go where
God sent him, I too have been called
to go wherever God sends me. I have
accepted a full-time ministry position at Good Shepherd UMC as their
Director of Ministries with Young
People. While this position is an exciting and wonderful opportunity, it
will affect my time with Emmanuel
UMC.
I will be full-time at Good Shepherd UMC and join Emmanuel for
worship occasionally.
I will miss you all and the ministry
you shared with me. Blessings to
you all.
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Photos from the Wedding of Pastors D
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Daniel & Michelle on June 29, 2013

Page 7

Page 8

The Lamplighter

September 2013

Missionary Nan McCurdy Describes Work in Nicaragua
August 08, 2013
Dear Friends at Emmanuel United Methodist church in Beltsville
Thank you so very much for your donation of $1082.76 for the Women’s Economic Independence Program
which you sent to us through the ADVANCE for Christ. Your donation is enough for more than three loans of cows
to poor women in San Francisco Libre.
We would like to share with you about how this program fulfilled its objectives in 2012. An agronomist, Luz Marina Zamora, coordinates all aspects of this program and there is a credit committee that decides about loans.
Women have to be part of an organized group, a cooperative or a solidarity group, in order to get a loan. The
women in a group request their loans together and sign for all of the loans. So if one woman does not pay, the rest
are obliged to pay for her. It is a system that has worked well so far and we have 100% of the women paying their
loans – really incredible – women are so responsible!
In 2012, 82 credit requests were analyzed, 8 for cows and 74 for small businesses; 80 loans were ultimately made
to women in 11 villages of SFL during the year. Women and Community loaned a total of $15,250 during 2012.
The 80 loans were made to 74 women – six women received two loans during the year. Currently for a cow the
women get two years to pay off their loans. For small businesses we let the women determine how much time they
need because we have found that no one asks for more than a year, and most pay their loans in four to six months.
These 74 women (15 of whom are young women between 18 and 22) are developing their small businesses and
will not have to consider emigrating out of the municipality to look for work as so many women do, going to Managua, Costa Rica and the United States. 54 women established new businesses including making and selling food;
small stores in homes; cosmetics sales; making and selling candies; meat sales; fish sales; sale of new and used
clothing; sales of watches and other small items and sales of cell phone minutes. 8 women received second loans, 4
women received third loans and 5 women received fourth loans; five women received a first loan for a cow and 3
women received a second loan for a cow.
Out of these women we calculate that 28% truly have developed more confidence in maintaining their business
endeavor and feel they are recognized as local business women. These are women who made improvements in their
business or increased their cattle holdings and/or made improvements to their homes.
35 women who received loans in 2012 have paid them off and 7 women with loans for cows from previous years
paid those loans.
97% of the women report they have been able to make purchases to prepare their children for the school year with
uniforms, shoes, backpacks, etc., and purchase something new for their home like a fan, bed, glass case for showing
items for sale, refrigerator, motor for a well, motorcycle, pigs, and/or have been able to spend money on health exams or medicines.
The women have also developed their business abilities with workshops provided by W&C on bookkeeping, marketing and business management. Women who receive loans for cows have to complete 9 months of training in cattle raising.
The women also participated in reflections about Gender Roles, Unequal Relations Between Women and Men and
on Sexuality. This includes a theological reflection on each theme. Through this process some women have talked
about the violence they experience in their relationships and the Agronomist has encouraged them to go get counseling from our psychologist and lawyer.
Although the women are understanding their rights and have come to believe in the idea of gender equity, it is
very hard for the majority to get their husbands to contribute in the work in relation to the home and the children.
Many say they are criticized by people in their village and some by their spouses for having a small business – this
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bothers them a lot. But the fact that they have a dream for a change in the gender inequity in their relationships is
the first step to making changes. Only 5% of the women say important family decisions are actually made as a couple.
Great economic need of the families in SFL is what encourages the women to take steps to try to raise a cow or
start a small business. Initially they are quite happy to have a little bit more money every month to spend on food.
As their businesses grow they are pleased at each step of their own empowerment. We find that the women who
have two, three or more cows really develop a sense of economic well-being and are able to make advances in their
family economy.
Please write anytime if you need more information. Thank you again for your sacrificial giving to help the
women of San Francisco Libre.
In God’s love,
Nan McCurdy
Nan McCurdy
Program Adviser, U Methodist Missionary
nanmigl@yahoo.com

Luz Marina Zamora
Luz Marina Zamora
Coordinator Women’s Economic Independence
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September Anniversaries
September Birthdays
1 Mary Ann Vaughan
4 Dottie Gilbert
6 Isaac Oluwafemi
9 Jessica Leatherman,
10 Charlie Deegan, Ester Hatton
11 Michael Belshay, Sr., James Mackey, Jr.
12 Tracy Fuller, Richard Davis,
14 Evelyn Adkins
15 Elsie Cline, Jabraughn Hill, Mary Midkiff
18 Robert Galloway
21 Bob Miller, Carol Lee
22 Beverly Ward
23 Chinasa Onukwubiri
24 Teisha Baird
27 Terry Holman
29 Victoria Galloway, Carolyn Hicks,
Ascenna Scotland
30 Kathryn Griffin, Jennifer Embrey

1 Carrie & Roy White
2 Don & Mary Ann Roberts
2 Gloria & Jan Slingerland
3 May & John Stewart
4 Donna & Jim Tock
5 Bobbie & Charlie Deegan
6 Barbara & Jim Butcher
8 Priscilla & Chrispin Wray
9 Ernie & George Kilbourne
16 Mary & Ray Midkiff
17 Cecelia & John Bouma
18 Julie & Chuck Pavelka
21 Therese & Andrew Onukwubiri
24 Ada and Dennis McGlynn
27 Ann & Ted Ladd

Altar
Flowers
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Oct. 6
Oct. 13
Oct. 20
Oct. 27

Beverly Ward
Dorothy Decker
Elsie Cline
Kathryn Griffin
Thursh
Hatton
Paul & Frances Cruz
Lorna Marselas
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Sun
1

Mon
2

10:15 am
Sunday
School
8

3

Church
Office
Closed

9 & 11:15 am
Worship

Tue

Wed
4

ESOL
Registration

Thu
5

Fri
6

7 pm Chancel
Choir

Sat
7

10 am Parents
with Young
Children

9
12:30 pm
Women’s Club of
Beltsville
6 pm Worship
Committee
7 pm Depression/
Bipolar Support
Group
7:30 pm
Trustees Meeting

10

11

12

9 & 11:15am
Worship
10:15am Sunday School
2nd Sunday
Lunch
1 pm Youth
Fellowship

10 am Prayer
Fellowship

6 pm
Maranatha
Choir

7 pm Chancel
Choir

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

7 pm ESOL &
Youth
Learning
Fellowship

10 am Susanna
Wesley Circle
12 noon Dorcas
Circle
6 pm Maranatha
Choir
7 pm Sisters in
Spirit

14

7 pm Chancel
Choir

11 am
Community
Place Café

12 noon
UMW
General
Meeting

25

26

27

28

7 pm Chancel
Choir

7 pm Food
Preparation

10 am Food
Distribution

8:30 am
Men’s
Breakfast

7 pm ESOL &
Youth
Learning
Fellowship

9 & 11:15 am
Worship

12 Noon Ellen
Hoover Circle

10:15 am
Sunday
School

7 pm SPRC

22

23

24

9 & 11:15am
Worship
10:15am
Sunday
School
1 pm Youth
Fellowship

7 pm Church
Council

10 am Prayer
Fellowship

29

30

9 & 11:15am
Worship
10:15am
Sunday
School

13

6 pm
Maranatha
7 pm
7 pm ESOL & Choir
Depression/
Youth
Bipolar Support Learning
Group
Fellowship

7 pm
Youth Lock In
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