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Whoõs Who in Beltsville 
 

 It has been an extraordinarily and unusually difficult year for most 
of us! As we are already in the midst of the holiday season and fast 
approaching Christmas, we may be asking ourselves: Is there anything 
left to be merry about? 
 Of course, for those of us who are Christians, we know that Christ 
has not left Christmas. We are not living in a dystopian Whoville 
where the Grinch has successfully stolen our joy. 
 Noñinstead we recognize that, in difficult circumstances, we must 
all pull together to make the best of whatever situation we may find 
ourselves in. So, what would Christmas look like in Beltsville (as op-
posed to Whoville) if we opened our hearts and doors to welcome 
the community in for a Christmas Eve celebration with fellowship, 
food, and fun? Reallyñthink about that and share your ideas. 
 In fact, our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Johnsie Cogman, has 
encouraged each of the churches in every HUB to fellowship with 
one another, but also to fellowship with non-Methodists, inviting 
them into our worship spaces so that we may inspire others to cele-
brate God. 
 
What would that look like? 
 For Emmanuel UMC Beltsville, this is not a brand-new experi-
ence, because we have historically welcomed so many others into our 
sanctuary and extended parts of our building. Yet, looking toward the 
future, what new thing will God birth in our heartsñsomething so 
powerful that our hearts would grow three sizes more: more of the 
Father, more of the Son, and more of the Holy Ghost? 
 Therefore, let us pray together as a congregation that we grow 
greater in love and hospitality and overcome hard-heartedness and 
adversity. Let us live in this Christmas season in such a way that oth-
ers see Christ in us! Let us be such disciples that Beltsville will out-
love Whoville! 

Pastor King 
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Emmanuelôs Widows Support Group 
 
 Emmanuel has a growing Widowôs Group that meets on the first Tuesday of each month for lunch and fellowship. 
Now in its third year, the group offers connection, support, and community. You do not need to be a member of  
Emmanuel in order to participate. To learn more or join in, contact Tammy White at (301) 633-6626.  
 

The Widowôs support group having lunch at Restaurant 198 in Burtonsville. 
On the left is Miss Sue Lee, Scarlett Robertson, Linda Hiner, right bottom 
is Carmen Valladaras, Tammy White, Mendelsohn, and Judy Dietrich.  

The Mitten Tree is Back ð and Ready to Grow! 
 

 Help us fill the branches with warmth this winter! Beginning December 14, the Unit-
ed Women in Faith will be collecting mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves for students at 
our local elementary schools. 
 Drop your cozy donations in the narthex anytime through January 18, 2026 ð letôs 
make this the warmest season yet! 

Elsie Cline (1932-2025) 
 
 Elsie Cline (née Bruno) went to be with the Lord surrounded by the love of her friends 
and family in her home on November 17, 2025. Born September 15, 1932 in Washington, 
DC, she was the daughter of the late Herman C. Bruno and Margery A. Bruno (née Amer-
ica). She had 2 sisters, Margery Basile and Jean Moser, who preceded her in death.  She is 
survived by a brother, Ronald Bruno of Norristown, PA. 
 Elsie began working for the federal government in Washington after graduating high 
school. She held many jobs over her working career and retired as an assistant to a Federal 
judge of the US District Court of DC. After retiring she worked at Behnkeõs Nursery in 
Beltsville until the time they closed their doors. 
 In addition to work she was an active volunteer at the churches she attended, was a 
Girl Scout leader for many years for her daughtersõ troops and delivered many a meal for 
Meals on Wheels to mention a few of the places she gave her time to. 

 Elsie is survived by 4 daughters, Patricia Alderton of Nathrop, CO, Karen Neel (Mike) of Felton, DE, Sandra Fleri 
(Piero) of Shepherdstown, WV and Deborah Cline of Savage, MD, 8 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. 
 A celebration of life will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, donations in Elsieõs name can be made to a charity of 
your choice. 


